
A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR  

Dear Parishioners,  

This Advent is different from all others as we enter it at the same time of being in the midst of the second wave 
of the Coronavirus Pandemic. I am sure that an array of emotions are being experienced by many of us, 
including, fear and worry, but also the hope that the vaccines being prepared will help in the control of the 
spread of the virus even as it offers some sense of safety and relief for all who will be vaccinated. But just as 
we are, with all that is happening around us, we now enter the Sacred Season of Advent.  

"The Advent mystery is the beginning of the end of all in us that is not yet Christ." - Thomas Merton  

The interior life might be the most ignored part of our lives given the obsession we seem to have with the 
external world and appearances. It is almost a denial of anything deeper than “what only the eye can see.”  

Given the liturgical and spiritual reality of the Advent Season, which calls us to be more mindful of our hunger 
for God and a deeper yearning for the coming of the Christ, not as the infant born in Bethlehem as on the First 
Christmas, but his “coming again in glory,” the adult Christ of our faith.  

What is the proof of this yearning in the human spirit? How is it manifested in your life and mine? The opening 

prayer of the Mass on the first Sunday of Advent (November 29th) expresses, “Grant your faithful, we pray. . 
.the resolve to run forth to meet Christ with righteous deeds at his coming . . .” Yes, we are called to observe 
Advent in such a way that we are transformed by it. What are the righteous deeds you are performing?  

Will Jesus see us busy about the work that he has entrusted to you and me upon his coming again? These 
actions are an exterior manifestation of an interior disposition of our hearts, joined to Christ 
and his Mission. Ultimately, the universal call to holiness bids us to commit to the insight posted above in the 
words of Thomas Merton, one of the great spiritual writers of the twentieth century.  

Yes, “the Advent mystery is the beginning of the end of all in us that is not yet Christ.” What is it specifically in 
your life and mine, which “. . .is not yet Christ?” Can you name it? Are you willing to let it go for your spiritual 
growth and for the good of others?  

Part of the work of Advent is not “work” at all but a prayerful transformation of the focus of our hope. If we get 
too caught up in the busyness of Christmas preparations we might truly miss the opportunity that Advent 
presents, “expectant and hopeful waiting.”  

On Tuesday, December 8th, we will celebrate the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception when we recall that 
Mary was conceived without “original sin” as a special grace preparing her to accept the invitation of the angel 
to become the Mother of God. It is a Holy Day of Obligation this year, I hope that many of you will come to 
celebrate this feast day honoring the Blessed Mother at one of the Feast Day Masses.  

May our yearning for Christ in our lives mark the days of Advent so that if he should come soon he will find us 
ready and happy for his return!  

 
 


