
A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR  

January 17, 2021 Dear Parishioners:  

The memory of the events, which took place in Washington DC on Wednesday, January 6
th

, might 
still be lingering on your mind. While there was intelligence that signified something was brewing, 
there was no real public awareness that something of this magnitude was going to play out on the 
level that it did.  

As you read this letter, which was actually written last Sunday, January 10
th 

so it would be available 
for publication in this weekend’s bulletin, we are hearing anger and resentment from both sides, those 
who perpetrated the events and those who are outraged that such a thing could happen.  

The levels of frustration and division in our country are reported daily in the news and written in the 
daily publications throughout our country. Even foreign nations are reporting their take on what is 
going on in the United States, especially, over these last years but, in particular, since the day the 
elections took place back in November.  

Whatever your political affiliation, I believe, like many others, that our country is a nation based on 
moral principles and inalienable rights (life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness) and that these rights 
are to be extended to all the people of the United States. Many Americans are also willing to reach 
out to those who come from other lands seeking the freedoms that we enjoy, and perhaps take for 
granted, each and every day. The biblical mandate to treat the stranger among us with dignity and 
charity is at the heart of the commands of God.  

While I am disturbed by what happened in Washington that day, and am wondering what will have 
played out this past week, I believe in two things which will lead us to building a stronger nation: that 
the principles that were foundational in forming the United States and the goodness and fairness of 
most Americans will see us through these dark days to a renewal.  

People of faith will hopefully take the lead in this venture so that the legitimate needs and rights of all 
men and women can be secured. We realize that our strength comes not from us but from God who 
shows us the way and gives us the gifts to accomplish what needs to happen.  

Might I be bold enough to say that it is equally important to understand what is behind that level of the 
raw anger and frustration of those who acted in inappropriate, destructive and illegal ways, who are 
called insurrectionists and thugs as labeled by many. Was it solely because they believed that the 
presidential election was a fraud? That its outcome was manipulated?  

Our faith calls us to be men and women of peace, to care for our neighbor and to not ignore the alien 
among us. Among the activities that must take place in a renewed way is our recommitment to the 
values of America and the even deeper Gospel values given to us through the teachings of Jesus. 
The challenge? The practical application of the Gospel to the issues we face today, including but not 
limited to: systemic racism, bigotry, inequality, withholding human rights, the sanctity of all human life 
from conception to one’s natural death and care for the environment.  

May God guide and strengthen us in our resolve to work together as Americans and people of faith of 
various religious traditions in this most important endeavor.  

 
 


