
Dear Parishioners,  

I recently came upon this pithy quote, “God cannot steer a parked car.” It remind- ed 
me of the daily challenge that we face as Catholic disciples of Jesus in a regular way 
but even more so during this Sacred Season of Lent. It is not unusual that we fall into a 
regular routine of behavior, good or bad, and remain there unless we make the 
decision to act in a different manner. While this is harmless in many instances, in 
others, the behavior we have fallen into is not a healthy one. Lent is our annual “wake 

up call” to put things right in our relationship with God and each other.  

The challenge we face is meant to be life giving by acting as a corrective to what is 

presently going in in our lives. Consider the following:  

“Broadly speaking, we have two tendencies to overcome this Lent. On the one hand, 
we need to get off our butts and live as ought to live. We need to remember that we 
belong to Christ! “No soldier on service gets entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim 
is to satisfy the one who enlisted him” (2 Timothy 2:4). We need to put away our 
desires for a life of ease and comfort and prepare ourselves for the task that is given 
us. There’s no avoiding it: the only options are to train for the battle and fight or to be 
taken and destroyed by the enemy. A good friend always says, "We don’t want to be 
found playing beach volleyball on the sands of Normandy on D-Day." (Jeff Windy, Daily 
Lenten Reflection, 2/22/21).”  

The battle we are thrust into is an age old one, the battle between good and evil, 
between living a life reflective of our relationship with God or falling into the lure of the 
evil one. Today, Satan is hiding in clear sight. While there are many positive things that 
can be said about our culture, there are opposing values to the Gospel that have found 
acceptance by many, including people of faith. Some examples include, the disregard 
by some of the Biblical mandate to care for the stranger and alien among us, the on-
going scandal of racism in all its forms, the utter disregard for the sanctity of human life 
from the first moment of conception to one’s natural death or our negligence in the care 

of the planet in which we live, Mother Earth.  

Yes, “God cannot steer a parked car.” Lent is about getting out of our present spiritual 
parking space in order to embark on the active road to reconciliation and healing 
through personal repentance and change in our lives. What do you need to change this 
Lent?  

 
 


