
A    A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR FROM THE PASTOR  

Dear Parishioners,  

With the celebration of Palm Sunday, the Lenten Season is coming to an end as we enter fully into 
Holy Week. The central mysteries of our faith will be recalled; the Passion, Death and Resurrection of 
Jesus. In fact, did you know that Easter was celebrated years before the church began to celebrate 
Christmas? The earliest celebration of Easter goes back to the Second Century, although the earliest 
Christians are sure to have observed this pivotal event. In comparison, the earliest recorded 
celebration of Christmas goes back only to the Fourth Century.  

On Palm Sunday, the church recalls the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem. We might fail to 
understand the significance of this event, its deeper significance. Years ago, when on pilgrimage in 
the Holy Land I had the privilege to attend a lecture by Fr. Jerome Murphy- O'Connor OP, a 
Dominican priest, who was a leading authority on St. Paul, and a Professor of New Testament at the 
École Biblique in Jerusalem. Fr. Jerome shared with us that the Roman Authorities would have been 
on a heightened sense of urgency as they watched those who joyfully greeted Jesus upon his arrival 
into the holy city. He went on to explain that palm branches were a sign of Palestinian Liberation. In 
fact, palm branches were inscribed prominently on all of their coinage. This was no simple greeting of 
welcome but a clear indication that those who greeted Jesus with the waving of the palm branches 
were acknowledging their hope and belief that Jesus was truly the messiah who would liberate them 
out from under Roman oppression.  

Just think of the demonstrations that we have seen televised over the past year. Those gatherings, 
which were not peaceful, caused concern and fear in other citizens and a heightened sense of 
alertness in those responsible for law and order. The Roman authorities would have seen the waving 
of palm branches by the crowds as a demonstration. It looked political, not religious.  

Yes, those who participated were right in welcoming the arrival of the Messiah into the Holy City of 
Jerusalem. However, Jesus mission was not to liberate the Jews from under Roman oppression but 
to lay down his life for the salvation of all who would come to accept him as the Son of God and the 
Savior of the World.  

As you enter into Holy Week I invite you to complete the work of Lent, which is our yearly invitation to 
“Believe and Repent!” I urge you to take advantage of one of the multiple opportunities that we are 
offering this coming week for the celebration of confession.  

Please join us for the liturgies of Holy Week. It is important that you reserve a seat for any of the 
liturgies that you plan on attending. May God bless the Catholic Church throughout the world as we 
celebrate these life-giving mysteries. Together, we will commit ourselves to Christ and the Church 
through the renewal of our Baptismal Promises on Easter Sunday. 

 
 

PS: If you are the person who left religious plates for me could you please call the parish center and 
let them know it was you? The paper with your name was missing when I received them. I’d like to be 
able to thank you.  


