
A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR   

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

Last weekend, the Gospel passage spoke about the request by James and John that Jesus grant any 
favor that they would ask of him. If anyone made that type of request of me, I would want to know 
exactly what they were asking for before I would commit to fulfilling their request. The two apostles 
ask that they be given the two places of honor once Jesus comes into his Kingdom, one sitting at his 
right and the other at his left. Jesus comes back at them by asking if they could drink of the cup which 
he is to drink or be baptized in the baptism he is to be baptized, an allusion to his coming death on 
the cross. In the end, Jesus tells them that it is up to the Father to assign these places of honor.  

When the other disciples become aware of the request made by James and John, they become very 
angry with them. Jesus takes this opportunity to tell them about the kingdom he is establishing and 
the type of leadership that following him requires. It is not about receiving places of honor but one of 
service to others. He clearly states that he “. . .did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his 
life as a ransom for many.” (Mark 10:45). In the original language Jesus is stating that he came to 
diaconos (serve) others. This is the word from which we get the word deacon. The disciples of Jesus 
are told that they are to look for and respond to opportunities to serve.  

Through our baptism we were conformed to Jesus Christ and received that same call to service in his 
name. Service is the clearest expression of our discipleship. Therefore, as modern-day disciples we 
are to look for opportunities to serve based on our talents, gifts, and interests.  

With that in mind, I have made every effort to refrain from using the phrase, “we need someone to 
(teach, lector, sing in our choir, etc.). The real need is in each of us. YES! YOU WHO ARE READING 
THIS HAVE THE NEED TO SERVE, AS A REFLECTION OF YOUR PERSONAL RESPONSE TO 
YOUR BAPTISM. You need to identify areas where you can be of service to others. My responsibility, 
and that of the other priests, deacons, and staff members, is to clearly identify opportunities for 
service.  

In the spirit of good Stewardship, all the talents, skills, abilities, and interests (passions) are present 
within our parish community. As the opportunities for service present themselves, it is important that 
each of our parish members prayerfully consider if he or she should respond favorably to a particular 
opportunity for service.  

Perhaps, this is a new idea for you. I would then recommend that you give serious thought and prayer 
to what I am sharing with you.  

The Sunday Eucharist is the center of our lives as Catholics. To understand the Eucharist as a 
Sacred Meal, which nourishes us for service to others is critical to our identity as the disciples of 
Jesus today.  

What is the need that you have to respond to the call to service to others? Those already in service 
have identified that need. I pray that the Lord will reveal your need to offer service soon.  

 

 

 


