
    

 

The Parish of Saint James 
80 Hicksville Road Seaford, New York 11783   

 

CELEBRATION OF EUCHARIST: MASSES: 
 

DAILY MASS: 
Monday through Saturday: 8:00 AM  

 
 

All Civic Holidays: 9:00 AM only 
 

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE: 
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM 

Sunday: 8:00 AM 
10:00 AM  
12:00 PM 

 
SACRAMENT OF PENANCE: 

Saturday: 3:00 PM – 3:45 PM or by  
appointment with one of our priests. 

The Clergy: 
Rev. John Derasmo, Pastor 

fatherjohn@stjamesrcchurch.org 
Msgr. Michael Barimah-Apau, Associate Pastor 

Fr. Benjamin Ogbunuko, Associate Pastor 
Fr. Melchizedek Okpala, Associate Pastor 

In the event of an emergency, please call  
516-916-0959 to reach the priest on duty 

Deacon Rick Brunner 
Deacon Chris Daniello 

Deacon John Horn 
 

Director of Faith Formation  
Dr. Lucy Creed, Ed.D. - 516-796-2979 

 

Parish Social Ministry—516-735-8690  
 

Director of Music Ministry 
Jillian Vicinanza - 516-731-3710 

 

Facility Manager 
Thomas Galvin – 516-731-3710 

 

PARISH OFFICE RECEPTIONIST 
Parishoffice@stjamesrcchurch.org 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Phone: 516-731-3710/Fax: 516-731-4828 
Monday and Tuesday: 9:00am to 8:00pm 

Wednesday through Friday: 9:00am to 4:00pm 
Closed between 12:00pm to 1:00pm 

Saturday: 9:00am to 12 Noon 
 

Meetings with staff members should be by appointment. 
Visit us on the web: www.stjamesrcchurch.org 

September 15, 2024 
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Parish Mission Statement 
 

Saint James is a parish community, whose 
members are called through Baptism, to be 

intentional disciples. We are strengthened by  
the Eucharist and committed to serve God under 
the guidance of His Holy Spirit. As people devoted 

to Jesus’ teachings, we value on-going faith 
formation, Christian outreach and the growth  

and development of our parish. 

https://assets.brandfolder.com/q224re-7xc0fs-aqdzp/v/7777795/original/A022Lent1_nat20_EN_4c.jpg
mailto:fatherjohn@stjamesrcchurch.org
mailto:fatherjohn@stjamesrcchurch.org
mailto:Parishoffice@stjamesrcchurch.org
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Omar Albayaty, Marianne Amblo, Francine  
Argila, John Baglione, Stephanie Baio, Deanna 
Baisley, Pat Beirne, James Bianco, Christine  
Buerkle, Jennifer Callahan, Mary Calabrese, Carl 
Capobianco, Greg Capobianco, Philip Capobianco, 
James Castellane, JoAnn Chirco, Dianne Cicciari, 
Lori Cicciari, Carly Colvell, Ed Connelly, Leslie 
Crandall, Dale Daly, Douglas Deacon, James  
Donaldson, Lawrence Deck, Baby James Derleth, 
James DeVita, Sandra Denise Diaz, Matteo  
DiMartino, Jessica Emerick, Joan Lugokencky, 
Grace Dowdell, Margaret Dowdell, Rick Ellis,  
Rosaria Esposito, Connie Fisher, Thomas Fazio,  
Marianne Flaherty, Caitlin Francis, Thomas Francis, 
Joseph Gagliardo, Andrew Gallo, Paul Giacalone, 
Rosemary Giacalone, Luke Gruener, Bill Gruener, 
William J. Gruener, Michael Hance, Luke Horvath, 
Martin Jappen, Rebecca Johnston, William Kapcoe, 
John Kmiotek, Gina Krafinski, Sean Lehosky, Tia 
Mabanta, Timothy Maietta, Dakota Maken, Mary 
Sue Maluda, Tara Matthews, Kathleen McCormack, 
Megan McCormack, Erlinda Medina, Janice  
Mehaffy, Grace Mendonez, Michael Mendonez,  
Steven Miller, Marianne Mirkow, Thomas Mirkow, 
Bianca Montenegro, Grace Nadolny, Barbara  
Notarstefano, Melissa Notarstefano, Janet Oliveri, 
Sister Barbara Ozelski, Marie Pereira-Callahan,  
Diane Pheffer, Irene Poggio, Joseph Poggio, Cathy 
Prykuta, Dana Rodriguez, Richard Rogers, Kimberly 
Romano, Francesca Russo, Alexa Salvage, Caileen 
Sheehan, Cynthia Simson, Dennis Sisto, Maria  
Sisto, Tony Sparaco, Arline Stafford, Rosemary 
Styne, William Styne, Ron Tedeschi, Julia Tobin, 
Sally Ann Waskewich, Isabella Rose Weiss, Jessica 
Weiss 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
   

 
 

 

MASS CELEBRANT  
   

 9/21 ~ 4:00pm ~ Fr. Melchizedek 
 

9/22 ~ 8:00am ~ Fr. John 
     10:00am ~ Fr. Melchizedek 

12:00pm ~ Fr. John 
 

 

_____________________________ 

RECONCILIATION SCHEDULE 

Saturday Confessions 
3:00 pm—3:45 pm 

 

Celebrants subject to change 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2024 
 8:00 AM    Joseph Costantino &                             
                   Secondino/Costantino Grandparents 
10:00 AM   Bill Sohmer 
12:00 PM   People of St. James 
                  Louis Yurasits 
                  John Russo 
                  Karen Kenney LoCasto 
                  Arlene & Joe Chirco - 70th Wedding                      
                             Anniversary 
                   Christopher Gibbons 
                   
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2024 
 8:00 AM    Agnes Daly 
                                             
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2024 
 8:00 AM    Raymond Caluori 
                         
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2024 
  8:00 AM   Anthony Vezzi   
                                                         
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2024                               
  8:00 AM   Joseph Bellina 
                    
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2024 
 8:00 AM    James DeAmara 
                   
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2024 
 8:00 AM    Dolores & Charles Schiatta 
 4:00 PM    Clarence & Doris Orgass  
 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2024 
 8:00 AM    Rev. Daniel Picciano  
10:00 AM   Jean Stallone 
12:00 PM   People of St. James 
                 Brian Buttafuoco - Living 
                 Robert Sowers 
                 Donna Daniell 
                 Mario & Maria Carelli 
                 Ruth Stack 
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                 A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR  

DEAR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN CHRIST: 
 
This is truly a wonderful parish weekend as we have a variety of activities that are going on 
throughout the weekend Masses, including, “Welcome Back to Church Sunday,” the Blessing and 
Commissioning of our Catechists, and the Blessing of Backpacks. 
 
WELCOME BACK TO CHURCH SUNDAY: A while ago I came across an advertisement  
introducing a special weekend (September 14

th
 & 15

th
) where churches would “welcome back” to 

church their members who have been away during the summer months.  
 
I decided to speak about this special Sunday with our priests and deacons and with members of 
our Welcoming Ministry. Everyone seemed enthusiastic about Welcome Back to Church Sunday 
so we decided to proceed.    
 
Our parishioners were invited to reach out to people within our boundaries to invite them to come 
and be a part of our parish community. The idea we came up with was that we would place  
hangers on the doors of houses in our neighborhood that explain the meaning of this special 
weekend. Of the 1,000 door hangers that were printed, I understand that around 950 hangers 
were distributed by you, our parishioners. I can’t tell you how delighted I am that you are sharing 
in the important work of reaching out to others. We call the work that you did “evangelization.” 
 
The Welcoming Ministry decided to provide food so that hopefully people will remain after Mass, 
to enjoy some refreshments and reach out to one another, especially, those who might be visiting 
us for the first time. 
 
We welcome all those who joined us this weekend because you were personally invited. If you are 
not Catholic and would like more information about joining our church, please call our parish office 
at (516) 731-3710. 
 
THE BLESSING OF OUR CATECHISTS: There are a number of men and women from our 
parish who teach in our Faith Formation Program. They are called Catechists. While many are  
involved with the Faith Formation of the children of our parish (35 in all), there are others who 
work with those seeking entrance into the Catholic Church (the OCIA), and others preparing for 
marriage (the FOCCUS & Pre-Cana programs). 
 
These catechists are being blessed and commissioned at our 10:00 AM Mass this weekend. 
I am truly grateful to each and every one of them for assisting me in providing these most  
important services and ministries. 
 
THE BLESSING OF BACKPACKS: With schools opening, I wanted to provide a blessing of 
the children’s backpacks along with blessing of the children themselves, their parents and  
teachers and all school personnel and bus drivers and crossing guards. 
 
My prayer is that the coming year will be an opportunity for an increase in knowledge, confidence, 
friendship and their personal growth. 
 
WHAT A WONDERFUL WEEKEND THIS PROMISES TO BE! 
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WEEKLY READINGS AND OBSERVANCES 
September 15, 2024 

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

First Reading: 

I gave my back to those who beat me, my cheeks to 

those who plucked my beard; my face I did not shield 
from buffets and spitting. (Is 50:6) 

Psalm: 

I will walk before the Lord, in the land of the living. 

(Ps 116) Or: Alleluia. 

Second Reading: 

So also faith of itself, if it does not have works, is 
dead. (Jas 2:17) 

Gospel: 

“But who do you say that I am?” Peter said to him in 

reply, “You are the Christ.” (Mk 8:29) 

 
Gospel Meditation 

This morning I received a text message that a  

member of my extended family will likely die of cancer 

within the next few hours. His name is Luke. He is a 

45-year-old husband and father of six. Though I am 

not as close to him as my sister (she is his  
sister-in-law and knows him well), I wonder: how can 

we, including Luke himself, manage such a terribly 

awful and unfair situation? 

 

The words of this Sunday’s Gospel offer a powerful 

and challenging path. Jesus says, “If any want to 
become my followers, let them deny themselves 

and take up their cross and follow me” (Mark 

8:34). Today I see with new freshness the starkness 

and strangeness of the words take up. The cross 

stands for suffering which is unjust, absurd,  
seemingly hopeless, and humiliating. Jesus doesn’t 

say “accept” or “endure” or “tolerate,” but “take up.” 

Embrace it, actively. Choose it and lift it up for others 

to see what terrifies and sickens us. But somehow, 

for Jesus, this is the path to “saving one's life.” A 

new world is breaking in, one in which love is  
everything, when no relationship can be wounded or 

die. I trust that in the embraced suffering of Luke 

and his loved ones, Jesus is taking up his cross and 

saving us all.  

 
By the time you read this, barring a miracle, Luke 

will have died. He will be carrying his cross no  

longer. But we all still face suffering. This week let’s 

not just endure, but take up our crosses, big and 

small. That’s our only hope for saving our lives.     

 

Father John Muir 

 

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE 
WEEK 

“Take up your cross and follow me,” Jesus tells us. 

We are called to have a faith that is defined by the  

willingness to go where Christ has gone, and to do 

what Christ has done, to see Christ in others and to 
love them as he loves us. 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK: 
This Sacrament for those suffering serious  
illness or surgery is available by contacting one 
of the parish priests at the Parish Office  
(731-3710) during office hours. In case of  
serious danger or sudden accident, please call 
any time. One may also ask for this Sacrament 
before or after Mass. 
 
BAPTISMS: 
The Sacrament of Baptism is administered  
every other Sunday at 2:00 PM in the church. 
Please call the Parish Office (731-3710) for  
registration and scheduling information. 
 
BECOMING A CATHOLIC (RCIA):  
St. James Parish welcomes any non-Catholic 
who seeks to enter the Catholic Church or  
baptized Catholics of any age who have not yet 
received the other Sacraments. Please call the 
Parish Center (731-3710). 
 
MARRIAGES: 
Those wishing to be married at St. James 
should call the Parish Office (731-3710) to ar-
range an appointment with one of the parish 
clergy. Please allow 6 months at least for the 
necessary preparations. Please do not enter into 
any other wedding commitments prior to having 
your wedding date and time confirmed by the 
Parish. 
 
PARISHIONERS IN THE HOSPITAL: 
If a family member is in the hospital, please  
inform the Parish Office to have them placed  
on the sick list for prayers. 
 
PARISH MEMBERSHIP: 
We warmly welcome all new parishioners to  
our parish family. Registration forms are  
available at the Parish Center Office. 
 
WEEKLY DEVOTIONS: 
Miraculous Medal Novena & Rosary for Life -   
Mondays 2 PM in the Chapel. 
 
Rosary - Monday through Saturday following 
the 8 AM Mass in the Church. 
 
Our Lady of the Rosary Italian Prayer Group 
- Fridays at 11 AM in the Chapel (except during 
July and August - resumes Sept. 1st) 

. 
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What’s Happening  

In Faith Formation?? 

TODAY IS CATECHETICAL SUNDAY! 
We thank all the men and woment who teach 

 in our Faith Formation Program. 
Why not join us? 

 
We are looking for a level 4 teacher for  

Tuesdays 4:15-5:30pm. The catechist for this  
class is no longer able to teach. 

Please call the office if you are interested in  
teaching 516-796-2979 

 
 
 

We ask that you keep the  Students who are receiving  
Confirmation on September 18th and 19th in your prayers. 
 
Rehearsal for : 

September 18th Confirmation:  Thursday, Sept. 12th  
                          September 19th:  Monday, September 16th 

 
REHEARSAL BEGINS AT 7PM SPONSOR AND  

STUDENT MUST ATTEND 

 
IF YOU HAVE NOT PICKED UP YOUR CHILD’S CLASS 

PLACEMENT OR TEXTBOOK 
PLEASE CALL THE OFFICE TO ARRANGE A TIME TO 

COME IN TO PICK UP YOUR MATERIALS 

Faith Formation Classes 
begin the Week of  

SEPTEMBER 23, 2024 
 

If you have a child  
entering 1st grade in school 

they should be attending 
First Level Faith  

Formation Classes.  
If you have not registered 
please do so immediately! 

SPACE IS VERY LIMITED! 
 

Won’t you consider  
answering the Call of Your 

Baptism to Spread the  
Gospel message? 

 
If interested please call the 
Faith Formation Office at  

516-796-2979 
 

We still need hall monitors 
and substitute teachers. 
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Congratulations  
to all our parishioners 
who donated at our  

Parish Blood Drive on 
9/4/24. 90 units of Blood were  

collected which saved 231 lives.  A 
special thanks to Joe Theisen,  

Christine Handwerker, Eleanor Krebs,  
Debbie O’Connell, Maria Daly, Vincent 
Cioffi, Barbara Ferraioli, Joe Canova, 
Mark Antonucci and Tom Galvin for 
making this Blood drive a Success. 

 

We Welcome  
to the St. James  

Community: 
 

Briella Trisha Celano 
Skylar Elizabeth Contrada 
Gianna Marie Makastchian 

Grayson Ignazio Russo 
 

We Congratulate the  
parents of  

the newly baptized! 

St. James Parish  

Blue Mass 
 

A mass to honor police  

officers, firefighters, and 

first responders 

sunday, SEPTEMBER 29  

at 12:00 pm  

 

We extend an invitation to all  

Parish Firefighters, Police  

officers, and first responders,  

Active and Retired and their  

families to join us that day. 

 

Following the mass, we will  

proceed to the “blue Fountain”  

for a brief prayer service and  

refreshments. 
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September 15 - Twenty
-Fourth Sunday in  
Ordinary Time: In   

today’s Gospel Jesus 
says “If a man wishes to 
come after me, he must 

deny his very self, take up his cross, 
and follow in my steps.” The cross of 
Jesus and the crosses of his members 
can evangelize us: the sick, who bear 

illness with courage; the grieving, who 
hope against hope; the dying, who 
clearly trust in the resurrection; the 
suffering of our poor brothers and  

sisters who are hungry and homeless, 
but who still trust in God’s love.  Is 
there a neighbor or friend of yours 

who is in temporary need because of 
a loss of a job or an  illness? Please 

leave a message for the Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul…we want to help! If 

you or someone you know needs help, 
please remind them the St. Vincent de 
Paul Society is here to 

help. We offer  
assistance in many 

forms; financial,  
spiritual, or help with 

navigating the intricacies of our  
society, please email us at:  

saintjamessaintvicentdepaul@gmail.com   

or call 516-735-8690.  
Thank you. 

 

Our heartfelt 
thanks to all our  
parishioners for 
your continued  
support of our 

food pantry. Our 
current needs are  

coffee, sugar, juices, drinks,  
oatmeal, pancake mix, canned 
chicken, oil, vinegar, ketchup, 
bread crumbs, mayonnaise, 

 jelly, Jell-O, Knorrs side  
dishes, instant mashed  

potatoes, stuffing,  
Rice-a-Roni, spaghetti, salad 

dressing, SPAM, tuna fish, Dinty 
Moore canned stew,  

tomato sauce, toothpaste,  
shampoo, laundry detergent,  

cleaning supplies, tissues  
and paper towels. Thank you. 
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"Deacons are the guardians of service in the Church." 

 Pope Francis 
  

Your donation to the Catholic Ministries Appeal supports vocations to the 
priesthood and diaconate in our Diocese.  It ensures that those who are look-
ing to serve their parish and diocese will have resources and the guidance 
they need to discern their call to provide spiritual nourishment to the people of 
our diocese. 
 

 
Ordained in May of 2023, Deacon O’Brien hopes to 
bring God’s message of love, mercy, and hope to 
others. 
 
“As a Deacon, it is my hope to revitalize the faith of 
others.  I go to nursing homes and the residents 
hear the Word of God and receive the Eucharist.  At 
wake services, when people have lost a loved one, I 
hope to revitalize their faith so that people know 
that they can call on and rely on God to help them 
through the difficult times. In happy times such as a 
baptism or a wedding, God is there for them for the 
rest of their life.” 

 
                                                   – Deacon O’ Brien 

 

Please make check payable to the Catholic Ministries Appeal 

Name:  ____________________________________________ Parish: ___________________________________ 

Address:  _____________________________________________________________________________________  

City, State and Zip Code:  ________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone number:  Home_________________________________ Cell:  _________________________________ 

Signature:  _______________________________________________  

To make a donation, you can also visit https://www.drvc.org/CMA/or call us at 516-678-5800 ext. 296.  

Thank You!  

about:blank
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Weekly Stewardship of Treasure Report 

 

 

Super  
Bonanza 

$25 Winners  
 

September 2024 
 

Sunday, 9/8—Julia Tobin 
 

Monday, 9/9—Margaret Bianco 
 

Tue., 9/10—Debra Bjelke 
 

Wed., 9/11—Mary Knobel 
                                           

Thurs., 9/12—Colleen Friszell 
 

    Friday, 9/13—Danielle Dolan 
 

Saturday, 9/14—Debra Wood 

 

Pray for Our Deceased 
 

 

 

 
Jacqueline Tiefenworth 

Frank Napolitano 

 

 

WEEK OF: 

 
 

 September 1, 2024 

 

Outreach &  

St. Vincent 
De Paul 

 
CHURCH 

CAPACITY 850 

  Sunday Collection Second Collection                      Mass Attendance 

       Mass               9,312.00                   1,066.00     4:00pm     384 

       Online Giving               4,137.64                      137.11        8:00am     201 

       Mail in Envelopes                1,235.00                      290.00     10:00am     269 

Total             14,684.44                   1,493.11   12:00pm     249 

  Total                    1,103          

    

    

    

“Save Time and Donate Online! 

 If you would like to enroll in Online Giving, please visit 
www.stjamesrcchurch.org and click on the WeShare link 

or call the parish office at 516-731-3710.  

FROM THE EDITOR 

BULLETIN DEADLINES 

 

Bulletin Date  Due by 9:00am  

September 22nd   Monday, September 16th 

September 29th    Monday, September 23rd 

October 6th          Monday, September 30th 

October 13th        Monday, October 7th 

 

Question: Why do we celebrate Catechetical Sunday?  

Answer:  The mission of the church reflects the mission of Jesus to teach, preach, heal, and forgive. Through 

these acts, Jesus shares the good news of salvation and invites all people to share in the life and love of God. 
The church continues this mission in all its ministries, but especially, and perhaps most importantly, through 

catechesis.  Catechetical Sunday is celebrated on the third Sunday of September. The task of handing on the 

Gospel is entrusted to the whole community, who by word and example, form young and new members in the 

way of the Gospel. Parish programs assist parents in teaching the basics of faith through liturgical experience, 

instruction, and faith formation. This ministry is essential for the parish to grow, for individuals to develop as 

believers, and for the ongoing spiritual formation of the whole community. It reminds the church that preaching 
the Gospel and growing in faith are essential to our sacramental practice and our liturgical prayer.  

Q & A 
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REMEMBER OUR LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY 
 

Please pray for:   Lt. Col. Joseph Agres, USMC; Marine; Battalion Chaplain, Capt. Fr. Lito D. Amande, Army; 
Kyle Beck, Ashlea Beck US Navy; Operations Specialist, Ryan Blazo, Army; Navy Airman, Lt. Commander 

Raymond Beno, Navy; Sgt. Joseph R. Booth, Army: Spc. Matthew Burrafato, Cpl. Dominic Castiello, Marines; 

Capt. Amy Connors, Army; Lt. Ian Connors, Army; Capt. Jacob Connors, Army; Lt. Ryan Connors, Army;  

Col. Brian Coyne, Sean Dolan 1st Lieutenant, USMC, Marines; Sgt. Steven Fiscante, Army; Pfc. Steven 

Gianatiempo, Army; M.P. Brian Gruebel, Air Force; Sgt. 1st Class James T. Harris, Army; Sgt. James Howard, 

Army; Specialist Dillon Incendio, Army; LtJG. E-3 Joseph Keller, Navy; Connor Krebs, USMC; Cpl. Joseph 
Leoce, Jr. Marines; Lance Cpl. Luis R. Maltezos, USMC; Lance Cpl. Matthew Maniet, USMC; Lance Cpl. 

Richard Marandino, Marines; 1st Lt. Ric F. Masi, Army; 1st Lt. Kevin McMahon, Army; Lt. Eric McMullan, 

Army; Captain Scott Michalowski, Air Force; USMC; Pfc. Kyle Nigro, Marines; Pvt. Patricia O’Connor, Army; 

Pfc. Jason O’Shaughnessy, Army; Capt. Theresa Rodzevik, Army; Rocky C. Rossi, Navy; Scott Santoro, 

Marines; LCpl. Anthony P. Saracino Jr.,Marines; Luis R. Maltezos Sepulveda, Marines; Sgt. Michael Stinnett, 

Army Infantry; L Cpl. Thomas Tarnagorski Jr, Marines;  Lt. James Van Wie, Army ; Paul Vermillion, Marine 
Corps., Col. Kevin Walsh, Air Force; Chief Christopher Zyrski, Navy. 

FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES 
 
Lord of Hosts, we commend to Your gracious care and keeping all the men and women of our armed 
forces at home and abroad. Defend them day by day with Your heavenly grace; strengthen them in 
their trials and temptations; give them courage to face the perils that beset them; and grant them 
Your abiding presence wherever they may be. Through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Sunday, September 15th 

No scheduled events 

 

Monday, September 16th 

8:30am  Rosary - Church 

7:00pm  Garage sale Meeting - Room 208  

 

Tuesday, September 17th 

8:30am  Rosary - Church 

1:30pm  Scripture Sharing - Room 112 

6:30pm  Alpha Meeting - Delaney Hall 

7:00pm  Scripture Sharing - Room 104 

 

Wednesday, September 18th 

8:30am   Rosary - Church 

6:00pm   Confirmation - Church 

 

Thursday, September 19th 

8:30am    Rosary - Church 

10:30am  Plainedge Seniors - Delaney Hall 

6:00pm    Confirmation - Church 

 

Friday, September 20th 

8:30am    Rosary - Church 

11:00am  Italian Rosary - Chapel 

 

Saturday, September 21st 

7:30am   Men’s Prayer Group - Room 104 

8:30am   Rosary - Church 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JAMES  


