The Parish of Satnt James

. —
The Clergy:
Rev. John Derasmo, Pastor
fatherjohn@stjamesrcchurch.org
Msgr. Michael Barimah-Apau, Associate Pastor
Fr. Benjamin Ogbunuko, Associate Pastor
In the event of an emergency, please call
516-916-0959 to reach the priest on duty
Deacon Rick Brunner
Deacon Chris Daniello
Deacon John Horn

Director of Faith Formation
Dr. Lucy Creed, Ed.D. - 516-796-2979

Parish Social Ministry - 516-735-8690
St. Vincent de Paul Society - 516-735-8895

Director of Music Ministry
Jillian Vicinanza - 516-731-3710

Facility Manager
Thomas Galvin — 516-731-3710

PARISH OFFICE RECEPTIONIST
Parishoffice@stjamesrcchurch.org

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Phone: 516-731-3710/Fax: 516-731-4828
Monday and Tuesday: 9:00am to 8:00pm
Wednesday through Friday: 9:00am to 4:00pm
Closed between 12:00pm to 1:00pm
Saturday: 9:00am to 12 Noon

Meetings with staff members should be by appointment.
Visit us on the web: www.stjamesrcchurch.org

Parish Mission Statement

Saint James is a parish community, whose
members are called through Baptism, to be
intentional disciples. We are strengthened by
the Eucharist and committed to serve God under
the guidance of His Holy Spirit. As people devoted
to Jesus’ teachings, we value on-going faith
formation, Christian outreach and the growth
and development of our parish.

CELEBRATION OF EUCHARIST: MASSES:

DAILY MASS:
Monday through Saturday: 8:00 AM
Monday through Friday: 12:10 PM

All Civic Holidays: 9:00 AM only

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE:
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM
Sunday: 8:00 AM
10:00 AM
12:00 PM
Holy Days: 4:00pm Vigil Mass
8:00 AM, 12:10 PM and 7:30 PM

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE:
Saturday: 3:00 PM - 3:45 PM or by
appointment with one of our priests.

January 5, 2025
The Epiphany of the Lord
. S ./": i 4 2 A p it

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

They were overjoyed at seeing the star.
- Mt 2:10
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 5, 2025
8:00 AM Frank Yacovone
10:00 AM Dr. Margaret Pleta - Living
12:00 PM People of St. James
Rudy Arabia
Vincent LoBiondo
Geraldine Neuguth
Richard Beck
Thomas Donnelly

MONDAY, JANUARY 6, 2025
8:00 AM Rocco Fasano
12:10 PM Regina Sarah Mullany

TUESDAY, JANUARY 7, 2025
8:00 AM Jill Murphy
12:10 PM Marie Lyons

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8, 2025
8:00 AM Ronald Levinson
12:10 PM Jeff Windy - Living

THURSDAY, JANUARY 9, 2025
8:00 AM Frances Hall
12:10 AM Regina Sarah Mullany

FRIDAY, JANUARY 10, 2025
8:00 AM Earl & Sharon Kirn - Living
12:10 PM Roseann & Daniel Quinn

SATURDAY, JANUARY 11, 2025
8:00 AM Eileen & Dan Ruesterholz - Living
4:00 PM  Kenneth Rohrs

SUNDAY, JANUARY 12, 2025
8:00 AM Vincent J. Russo - 16th Anniversary
Remembrance
10:00 AM Johanna Daniello
12:00 PM People of St. James
Carmelo Carbone - 3rd Anniversary
Remembrance
Rudy Arabia
AnnaMaria DiGangi & Ottaviano DiGangi -
Anniversary Remembrance
Vincent LoBiondo
Gregory Pendergast

MAss CELEBRANT
1/11 ~ 4:00pm ~ Fr. Benjamin

1/12 ~ 8:00am ~ Fr. Benjamin
10:00am ~ Fr. John
12:00pm ~ Msgr. Michael

RECONCILIATION SCHEDULE
Saturday Confessions
3:00 pm—3:45 pm

Celebrants subject to change
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Omar Albayaty, Marianne Amblo, Francine

Argila, John Baglione, Stephanie Baio, Deanna
Baisley, Pat Beirne, James Bianco, Charlie Bowman,
Christine Buerkle, Jennifer Callahan, Mary
Calabrese, Carl Capobianco, Greg Capobianco,
Philip Capobianco, James Castellane, JoAnn Chirco,
Joseph Chirco, Dianne Cicciari, Lori Cicciari, Carly
Colvell, Ed Connelly, Leslie Crandall, Dale Daly,
Douglas Deacon, James Donaldson, Lawrence Deck,
Baby James Derleth, James DeVita, Sandra Denise
Diaz, Matteo DiMartino, Jessica Emerick, Joan
Lugokencky, Grace Dowdell, Margaret Dowdell,
Rick Ellis, Rosaria Esposito, Connie Fisher, Thomas
Fazio, Marianne Flaherty, Caitlin Francis, Thomas
Francis, Joseph Gagliardo, Andrew Gallo, Paul
Giacalone, Rosemary Giacalone, Luke Gruener, Bill
Gruener, William J. Gruener, Michael Hance, Luke
Horvath, Martin Jappen, Rebecca Johnston, William
Kapcoe, John Kmiotek, Gina Krafinski, Sean
Lehosky, Tia Mabanta, Timothy Maietta, Dakota
Maken, Mary Sue Maluda, Tara Matthews, Kathleen
McCormack, Megan McCormack, Erlinda Medina,
Janice Mehafty, Grace Mendonez, Michael
Mendonez, Steven Miller, Marianne Mirkow,
Thomas Mirkow, Bianca Montenegro, Grace
Nadolny, Barbara Notarstefano, Melissa
Notarstefano, Janet Oliveri, Sister Barbara Ozelski,
Marie Pereira-Callahan, Jim Perkowski, Diane
Pheffer, Irene Poggio, Joseph Poggio, Cathy Prykuta,
Dana Rodriguez, Richard Rogers, Kimberly
Romano, Francesca Russo, Alexa Salvage, Iliana
Saviano, Anthony Schiozzi, Caileen Sheehan,
Cynthia Simson, Dennis Sisto, Maria Sisto, Joan
Smith, Tony Sparaco, Arline Stafford, William
Styne, Ron Tedeschi, Julia Tobin, Sally Ann
Waskewich,



A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR

DEAR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN CHRIST,

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD:

With the Feast of the Epiphany, we recall the visit of the Magi to Jesus who presented him with
the gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. The Scriptures are silent on the number of Magi who
visited Jesus. Due to the three gifts the assumption was made there were probably three magi.
While the Scriptures also do not record their names, they have come to be referred to as
Melchior, Balthasar, and Caspar.

The significance of this feast is to attest to the fact that Jesus came to save everyone and not
just members of the Jewish people. Yes, there is a universal call to salvation. We rejoice in this
fact as you and | of gentile stock are also benefactors of the saving work of Jesus, whose birth
we celebrate during this wonderful Christmas Season.

| know that members of certain cultures, for example, those of the Latino cultures, celebrate the
Feast of the Epiphany as even more significant than Christmas Day itself. In fact, gifts are
exchanged on this feast instead of Christmas day itself. I'm sure this has created challenges for
families who usually did this but are now assimilating into our American culture.

THE REUNION OF THE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL.:

A thought that | came across a number of years ago was made by an author writing about the
reunification of the Twelve Tribes of Israel, dispersed several thousand years ago. His position
was that this is actually happening through the work of the Catholic Church. As the Gospel is
being proclaimed throughout the world, and Jewish people are converting to Catholicism, the
Twelve Tribes are being reunited in and through the Catholic Church.

An interesting thought to consider. While this might be the singular position of this author, as this
never came up in any of my studies, before or after my ordination to the priesthood, | was
inspired by the suggestion that God’s reunification the first Chosen people, the Twelve Tribes of
Israel, is being fulfilled. How often God’s plans are not identical to our thoughts and/or
expectations.

OUR CELEBRATIONS OF CHRISTMAS:

Christmas Day was two weeks ago. | hope that many of you were able to spend some quality
time with family members or friends, by enjoying a meal, or just being able to be with each other.
Perhaps, they were your guests at your home, or you had the opportunity to visit with them
during this Christmas Season. These special gatherings bring us much joy and satisfaction.
Celebrating Christmas and the beginning of this New Year with you has been a special source of
my personal joy. You are my family!

CONSIDER THIS QUOTE FROM LOUIE GIGLIO, AUTHOR, PREACHER AND PUBLIC
SPEAKER:

“We go from Malachi to Matthew in one page of our Scriptures, but that one piece of paper that
separates the Old Testament from the New Testament represents 400 years of history — 400
years where there wasn't a prophet, 400 years where God’s voice wasn’t heard. And that silence
was broken with the cry of a baby on Christmas night.”

(5. bAy
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SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK:
This Sacrament for those suffering serious
illness or surgery is available by contacting one
of the parish priests at the Parish Office
(731-3710) during office hours. In case of
serious danger or sudden accident, please call
any time. One may also ask for this Sacrament
before or after Mass.

BAPTISMS:

The Sacrament of Baptism is administered
every other Sunday at 2:00 PM in the church.
Please call the Parish Office (731-3710) for
registration and scheduling information.

BECOMING A CATHOLIC (RCIA):

St. James Parish welcomes any non-Catholic
who seeks to enter the Catholic Church or
baptized Catholics of any age who have not yet
received the other Sacraments. Please call the
Parish Center (731-3710).

MARRIAGES:

Those wishing to be married at St. James
should call the Parish Office (731-3710) to
arrange an appointment with one of the parish
clergy. Please allow 6 months at least for the
necessary preparations. Please do not enter into
any other wedding commitments prior to having
your wedding date and time confirmed by the
Parish.

PARISHIONERS IN THE HOSPITAL:

If a family member is in the hospital, please
inform the Parish Office to have them placed
on the sick list for prayers.

PARISH MEMBERSHIP:

We warmly welcome all new parishioners to
our parish family. Registration forms are
available at the Parish Center Office.

WEEKLY DEVOTIONS:
Miraculous Medal Novena & Rosary for Life -
Mondays 2 PM in the Chapel.

Rosary - Monday through Saturday following
the 8 AM Mass in the Church.

Our Lady of the Rosary Italian Prayer Group
- Fridays at 11 AM in the Chapel (except during
July and August - resumes Sept. 1st)

WEEKLY READINGS AND OBSERVANCES
The Epiphany of the Lord
January 5, 2025

First Reading:

Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! Your light has come,
the glory of the Lord shines upon you. (Is 60:1)
Psalm:

Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. (Ps 72)
Second Reading:

It was not made known to people in other generations
as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and
prophets by the Spirit: that the Gentiles are coheirs,
members of the same body, and copartners in the
promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

(Eph 3:5-6)

Gospel:

“Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his
star at its rising and have come to do him homage.”
(Mt 2:2)

Gospel Meditation:

Have you ever wondered why the magi had gold,
frankincense, and myrrh? Matthew’s Gospel tells

us, “Then they opened their treasures and offered him
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh” (Matt. 2:11).
Why are these things their “treasures”? One possible
answer is they were magicians and astrologers, and
these three items were the tools of their questionable
trade. In offering them to Christ, they demonstrate that
they will cease using such items to predict or control
life. They place this baby-king, the God of Israel, at the
center of their lives, and not their own devices of
control, manipulation and prediction.

Isn’t that what we need to do, too? Consider, for
example, the magical power of money, symbolized by
the magi’s gold. Seemingly whatever we ask of money,
it does. It wields a god-like power over the world. It can
predict the future by guaranteeing better outcomes for
us — which is why it is such a tempting alternative to
trusting in God. The problem is such absolute trust in
money enslaves us to the economic forces that make
money so powerful. In paying homage to Jesus with
“gold” (i.e., tithing), we participate in his authority over
(and therefore freedom from) the magical sway of
money.

What things in your life do you use to predict or control
your future? What in your life seems to give you power
over the world? Those are your treasures. Are you tired
of feeling enslaved to them? Find a way to open them
and give them to Christ, and you will be freer.

Father John Muir

Live the Liturgy - Inspiration for the week

The news of the Messiah unsettled Herod. We see his
anxiety clearly in today’s Gospel. This is what Christ
has come to do, after all. He has come to shake things
up. Are we ready to be unsettled?
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Faith Formation Classes for the
Week of Jan. 6, — Jan. 10th 2025

Tue. Jan., 7 -4:15-5:30pm

Wed. Jan., 8 — 4:15-5:30pm
Wed. Jan., 8 - 7:00-8:15pm
Thu. Jan., 9-4:15—5:30pm

A reminder to all
our level 2 students
to bring the Mass
Book you received at
the Parent meeting in
November to class
with you when we
begin in
January.

What’s Happening
In Faith Formation??

Today, we celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany.
The Season of Christmas reaches it’s pinnacle,

Jesus, the savior is revealed to all the world with the
visitation of the 3 visitors from the East. The magi’s gifts were
not simply a demonstration of wealth — they conveyed deeper

meaning. The GOLD represents Jesus’ kingship.

The FRANKINCENSE represents Jesus’ deity. In the Old
Testament, frankincense was traditionally burned in the temple
as an offering to God (Leviticus 2:2). By bringing this gift, the
Magi affirmed Jesus was no ordinary man; he is both fully man
and fully God. The MYRRH Commonly used to embalm
bodies, foreshadows Jesus’ death. We see in John 19:38-40 that
Nicodemus brought myrrh at the time of Jesus’ burial. In this
way, the full story of Jesus’ coming is revealed. Jesus was born

so that we might have salvation.

Through Jesus’ death, we have eternal life.

— - 'Wise MEN StiLL

. . SEEK JEsus

¥

Fun fact about the 3 Wiseman:

Caspar: Traditionally depicted as a young man,
Caspar is associated with the gift of
frankincense. He is also known as "Jaspar" and is
said to have come from India.

Melchior: Often depicted as an older man, Melchior
is associated with the gift of gold. He is said to have
come from Persia.

Balthazar: Traditionally depicted as a middle-aged
man, Balthazar is associated with the gift of
myrrh. He is said to have come from Arabia.
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The Altar
Bread and Wine St. James Celebrates

were donated Christmas 2024

in loving THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
memory of: Saturday, January 11, 2025

. . . 4:00pm Vigil - Fr. Benjamin
3 Patrick Adkins Sunday, January 12, 2025

Donated by: 8:00 AM - Fr. Benjamin
The Manton 10:00 AM - Fr. John
: 12:00 PM - Msgr. Michael
Family ‘”

We welcome into the
St. James Community:

Mariela Sofia Cuautle ’ ST. JAMES WELCOMING MINISTRY PRESENTS...

gﬁkc&ﬁ&? Congratulations to the parents
of the newly baptized!

COOK-OFF

January 25rd, 2025, Right After 4pm Mass!

BRING THE HEAT!
Prize for the best Chili and Dessert!
Where: Delaney Hall, St. James Roman Catholic Church

80 Hicksville Road Seaford, NY

PER PERSON

FREE

FOR INDIVIDVAL
WHO MADE
CHILI OR
DESSERT

CAN’T TAKE THE HEAT? ENTER A
DESSERT INSTEAD!
SCAN THE R CODE TO REGISTER ™2

For anyone who believes they have a Sexual Abuse Claim against an Additional Debtor (parish)
arising prior to December 3, 2024, the claim form to submit and related information can be
found at under the “Proof of Claim Form” heading. The
deadline for filing claims is January 13, 2025, ag 11:59 p.m. prevailing Eastern time.
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A Quick Journey Through the Bible

Many Catholics want to read the Bible because they know it is God’s
Word, but they give up because it seems so complicated. Unlocking
the Mystery of the Bible helps you get the “big picture” by showing how
fourteen narrative books of the Bible tell the complete story from

Adam and Eve to Christ and the Church. Presenter Jeff Cavins shows you how to read the Bible so
that you can actually understand it. Aided by the unique color-coded Bible Time Line® Chart, which
arranges the key people, places, and events of Scripture in chronological order, Unlocking the
Mystery of the Bible will help you discover the story of salvation history and understand how you fit
into God’s plan. This eight-session study program includes video presentations that explore all twelve
time periods of The Bible Timeline Chart. Tuesday evenings in Delaney Hall at 7:00pm for this
8-week course. Starting Tuesday January 7th running until February 25th. Use the link below
or scan the QR code with your phone to order the book from Ascension Press (order the book for
$25—%30)

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY:

NAME:

PHONE NUMBER (CELL):

EMAIL ADDRESS:

20+ C+M+B + 25

The Feast of the Epiphany is considered a fitting time for
the blessing of homes. Please cut out the above sign posting
it on the top of your front door, either on the outside or inside.

It contains the Cross, with the present year and the initials of
the three wise men Caspar, Melchior and Balthazar:
20+C+M+B+25. The initials C+M+B can also be interpreted
to mean Christus Mansionem Benedicat, (Christ bless this house).
It should remain posted on your door until the Feast of the
Presentation, which falls on February 2, 2025. It can remain
posted for the entire year.

7



https://ascensionpress.com/collections/unlocking-the-mystery

Our heartfelt thanks to all
our parishioners for your
p(l continued support of our
food pantry.

Our current needs are
coffee, pancake mix,
syrup, tomato sauce (jar),
snacks, tissues, paper
towels, napkins, toilet
paper, shampoo, conditioner,
toothpaste, soap, and
laundry detergent.

Thank you very much.

January 5: Epiphany

Today we celebrate the feast of the

Epiphany, where the Magi find the

newborn king and offer him gifts of

gold, frankincense and myrrh. In the

spirit of the Magi, please put your gift in the
St. Vincent de Paul Poor Box so that comfort
and peace can once again be given to a
newborn child. If you or someone you know
needs help, please remind them the St.
Vincent de Paul Society is here to help. We
offer assistance in many forms; financial,
spiritual, or help with navigating the
intricacies of our society, please email us at:

Saintjamessaintvincentdepaul@gmail.com
or call 516-735-8895. Thank you.

Youth Council |
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ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS
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FARMINGDALE YOUTH COUNCIL, INC.
2025 COMMUNITY SERVICE SCHOLARSHIPS

GIVEN IN MEMORY OF

aul Bases =
*r Since 195D =

A
"Uth 0f The Comms®

MURRAY TUCK AND DR. GARY E. KARP
OPEN TO FARMINGDALE SCHOOL DISTRICT RESIDENTS GRADUATING HIGH SCHOOL

During your school years (9% through 12 grade), have you volunteered your spare fime helping
others in the community? Maybe as a scout leader, helping at a library, coaching, volunteering at a
local hospital or senior center and 50 on....

If you have given your time helping others in the community, then you should take some time to apply
for one of the Farmingdale Youth Council's Community Service Scholarships, dedicated to the
memory of Murray Tuck and Dr. Gary E. Karp.

These twa scholarships, in the amount of $1,000.00 each, will be awarded to two different seniors
residing in the Farmingdale School District who have demonstrated a commitment to community
service and plan to further their education at a college, university or technical school.

The application forms for either of these scholarships can be found on our website:
www.farmingdaleyouthcouncil.org

Please direct all questions to the Youth Council office at 516-694-0916. Al application forms must
be completed and retumed according to the instructions by Monday, March 3, 2025 to the:

FARMINGDALE YOUTH COUNCIL, INC.
clo Saltzman East Memorial School
25 Mill Lane
Farmingdale, NY 11735
Attention: - Scholarship Committee

2024 Board of Directors

KATHY LIVELY, Prasident « TIM FIERST, Executive Vice Prasident « JOANN VAZQUEZ, Vice President
BENNY J. PANTORNO, Treasurer s HARRIETTE BILAWSKY, Secrefary
- ). BRAD HOPPER, st Trustee » MARGARET ANDREW, 2nd Trustee

WELCOME TO MSGR. DELANEY COUNCIL

/

+++++
Rt. Rev. Msgr. William A. Delaney Council
110 Merritts Road, Farmingdale,
New York 11735

Hall Rentals: Phone/leave a message at
516-391-5983
Website:

HALL RENTALS AVAILABLE
from 40 to 99 people
We accept credit cards
Don’t get shut out.
Popular months fill up quickly!
Call: 516-391-5983
We will return your call with information.
Our hall is ideal for family events and special
celebrations; such as anniversaries, graduations,
communions, confirmations, showers, birthday
parties, meetings and other special events.
The hall is also available during the day for
hosting meetings and seminars, so have your
next meeting and seminar with us! Wheelchair
accessible. Special discounts for members

Mary Scuderi, Sales Rental Manager-
Leave a message at 516-390-1281
Or



http://www.delaneyknights.com/
mailto:maryescuderi@gmail.com

Weekly Stewardship of Treasure Report

Maintenance CHURCH
WEEK OF: December 22, 2024 & Repairs CAPACITY 850
Sunday Collection Second Collection Mass Attendance

Mass 7,793.00 1,048.00 4:00pm 382
Online Giving 1,817.55 97.63 8:00am 227
Mail in Envelopes 2,085.00 302.00 10:00am 333
Total 11,695.05 1,447.63 12:00pm 299

. . Total 1,241

GlVE “Save Time and Donate Online!

UN”NE If you would like to enroll in Online Giving, please visit
7 WESHARE www.stjamesrcchurch.org and click on the WeShare
wilh link or call the parish office at 516-731-3710.

Question: Besides the Wise Men, what is significant about the Epiphany? Q&A
Answer: Epiphany means “manifestation,” or public display. In the US, it is celebrated on the Sunday nearest to

January 6. It originates from a story unique to Matthew (2:1-12). Magi from the East come to offer homage to the newborn
King, presenting him with gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. This part of Matthew’s infancy narrative differs from Luke’s
account of the birth of Jesus. In Luke there are no Magi, star, nor gifts. Luke has Jesus being born in a stable after Mary and
Joseph'’s long travel from Nazareth to Bethlehem. Matthew seems to have the family living in a house in Bethlehem, where the
Magi find them. Why these differences? They stem from the needs and concerns of the audience the authors were addressing,
as well as the theological stance of each author. Since Matthew was writing primarily to a Jewish community, his concern
was to show that Jesus did not come just for Jews, but for Gentiles as well. From his very birth, Jesus not only manifests
himself to Jews, but also to Gentiles, who are prominently included in the manifestation, symbolized by the Magi and their
journey. This is the most significant aspect of the feast of Epiphany. How do you manifest Jesus to all with whom you come
into contact?

Pray for Our Deceased

Super
Bonanza
$25 Winners

December/January 2025
Sunday, 12/29—Dorothy Fontana

June Russo

Monday, 12/30—M/M James Slattery

FROM THE EDITOR Tue., 12/31—Christian Sansivero

BULLEZIN SEAREE Wed., 1/1—Michael Morra

Bulletin Date Due by 9:00am Thurs., 1/2—M/M John Fitzwilliam
January 12th Monday, January 6th

January 19th Monday, January 13th Friday, 1/3—Patricia Pfaltz
ARy A Ll Ly LRy R Saturday, 1/4—M/M Richard Tucci
February 2nd Friday, January 17th

$100 Month End Bonus
M/M Bruno Palmieri



Sunday, January 5th
9:30am OCIA - Room 112
11:00am Hospitality Breakfast - Delaney Hall

Monday, January 6th
8:30am Rosary - Church

Tuesday, January 7th

8:30am Rosary - Church

4:15pm Faith Formation classes

7:00pm Scripture Sharing - Room 104

7:00pm Unlocking the Mysteries of the Bible—
Delaney Hall

Wednesday, January 8th
8:30am Rosary - Church
4:15pm Faith Formation classes
7:00pm Faith Formation classes

Thursday, January 9th
8:30am Rosary - Church
10:00am Prayer Shawl Ministry Meeting - Room 208

10:30am Plainedge Seniors - Delaney Hall . « THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD »
4:15pm Faith Formation classes B (

BEHOLD, MAGI
Friday, January 10th ) FROM THE EAST.

8:30am Rosary - Church
11:00am Italian Rosary - Chapel

Saturday, January 11th
8:30am Rosary - Church

FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES

Lord of Hosts, we commend to Your gracious care and keeping all the men and women of our armed
forces at home and abroad. Defend them day by day with Your heavenly grace; strengthen them in
their trials and temptations; give them courage to face the perils that beset them; and grant them
Your abiding presence wherever they may be. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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