The Parish of Satnt James

80 Hicksville Ro

o PSS, (iNE————————
The Clergy:
Rev. John Derasmo, Pastor
fatherjohn@stjamesrcchurch.org
Msgr. Michael Barimah-Apau, Associate Pastor
Fr. Benjamin Ogbunuko, Associate Pastor
In the event of an emergency, please call
516-916-0959 to reach the priest on duty
Deacon Rick Brunner
Deacon Chris Daniello
Deacon John Horn

Director of Faith Formation
Dr. Lucy Creed, Ed.D. - 516-796-2979

Parish Social Ministry - 516-735-8690
St. Vincent de Paul Society - 516-735-8895

Director of Music Ministry
Jillian Vicinanza - 516-731-3710

Facility Manager
Thomas Galvin — 516-731-3710

PARISH OFFICE RECEPTIONIST
Parishoffice@stjamesrcchurch.org

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Phone: 516-731-3710/Fax: 516-731-4828
Monday and Tuesday: 9:00am to 8:00pm
Wednesday through Friday: 9:00am to 4:00pm
Closed between 12:00pm to 1:00pm
Saturday: 9:00am to 12 Noon

Meetings with staff members should be by appointment.
Visit us on the web: www.stjamesrcchurch.org

Parish Mission Statement

Saint James is a parish community, whose
members are called through Baptism, to be
intentional disciples. We are strengthened by
the Eucharist and committed to serve God under
the guidance of His Holy Spirit. As people devoted
to Jesus’ teachings, we value on-going faith
formation, Christian outreach and the growth
and development of our parish.

CELEBRATION OF EUCHARIST: MASSES:

ad Seaford, New York 11783

DAILY MASS:
Monday through Saturday: 8:00 AM
Monday through Friday: 12:10 PM

All Civic Holidays: 9:00 AM only

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE:
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM
Sunday: 8:00 AM
10:00 AM
12:00 PM
Holy Days: 4:00pm Vigil Mass
8:00 AM, 12:10 PM and 7:30 PM

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE:
Saturday: 3:00 PM - 3:45 PM or by
appointment with one of our priests.

December 29, 2024
The Holy Family

THE HOLY FAMILY

OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2024
8:00 AM Anthony Notarstefano
10:00 AM Mary E. & James Barry
12:00 PM People of St. James
Nicola & Francesco DiLuzio
Anthony Tiso, Jr.
Vincent LoBiondo
Johanna Daniello
Janet Kane

MONDAY, DECEMBER 30, 2024
8:00 AM Carmine & Carmela Renella
12:10 PM Joanne D’Amico

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2024
8:00 AM Patricia Muscarelli
4:00 PM Edward & Mary McKee

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 1, 2025 - New Year’s Day
9:00 AM Delphine Julian
11:30 AM Donato Angione

THURSDAY, JANUARY 2, 2025
8:00 AM Jean Stallone
12:10 AM Marilyn J. Tutino

FRIDAY, JANUARY 3, 2025
8:00 AM Christopher Kelly
12:10 PM Fr. Mariusz - Living

SATURDAY, JANUARY 4, 2025
8:00 AM Alexander Stallone
4:00 PM Gail Moran & Leeann Foltrauer

SUNDAY, JANUARY 5, 2025
8:00 AM Frank Yacovone
10:00 AM Dr. Margaret Pleta - Living
12:00 PM People of St. James
Rudy Arabia
Vincent LoBiondo
Geraldine Neuguth
Richard Beck
Thomas Donnelly

MAss CELEBRANT
1/4 ~ 4:00pm ~ Fr. John
1/5 ~ 8:00am ~ Msgr. Michael

10:00am ~ Fr. John
12:00pm ~ Fr. Benjamin

RECONCILIATION SCHEDULE
Saturday Confessions
3:00 pm—3:45 pm

Celebrants subject to change
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Omar Albayaty, Marianne Amblo, Francine

Argila, John Baglione, Stephanie Baio, Deanna
Baisley, Pat Beirne, James Bianco, Charlie Bowman,
Christine Buerkle, Jennifer Callahan, Mary
Calabrese, Carl Capobianco, Greg Capobianco, Phil-
ip Capobianco, James Castellane, JoAnn Chirco,
Joseph Chirco, Dianne Cicciari, Lori Cicciari, Carly
Colvell, Ed Connelly, Leslie Crandall, Dale Daly,
Douglas Deacon, James Donaldson, Lawrence Deck,
Baby James Derleth, James DeVita, Sandra Denise
Diaz, Matteo DiMartino, Jessica Emerick, Joan
Lugokencky, Grace Dowdell, Margaret Dowdell,
Rick Ellis, Rosaria Esposito, Connie Fisher, Thomas
Fazio, Marianne Flaherty, Caitlin Francis, Thomas
Francis, Joseph Gagliardo, Andrew Gallo, Paul
Giacalone, Rosemary Giacalone, Luke Gruener, Bill
Gruener, William J. Gruener, Frances Hall, Michael
Hance, Luke Horvath, Martin Jappen, Rebecca
Johnston, William Kapcoe, John Kmiotek, Gina
Krafinski, Sean Lehosky, Tia Mabanta, Timothy
Maietta, Dakota Maken, Mary Sue Maluda, Tara
Matthews, Kathleen McCormack, Megan McCor-
mack, Erlinda Medina, Janice Mehaftfy, Grace Men-
donez, Michael Mendonez, Steven Miller, Marianne
Mirkow, Thomas Mirkow, Bianca Montenegro,
Grace Nadolny, Barbara Notarstefano, Melissa
Notarstefano, Janet Oliveri, Sister Barbara Ozelski,
Marie Pereira-Callahan, Jim Perkowski, Diane
Pheffer, Irene Poggio, Joseph Poggio, Cathy Prykuta,
Dana Rodriguez, Richard Rogers, Kimberly
Romano, Francesca Russo, Alexa Salvage, Iliana
Saviano, Anthony Schiozzi, Caileen Sheehan,
Cynthia Simson, Dennis Sisto, Maria Sisto, Joan
Smith, Tony Sparaco, Arline Stafford, William
Styne, Ron Tedeschi, Julia Tobin, Sally Ann
Waskewich,



A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

THE FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH:
We continue our celebration of Christmas with this feast honoring the Holy Family.

Years ago, | remember listing to a homily during which the priest stated, What makes the Holy
Family “holy” is that Jesus is at the center of it.”

| never forgot that simple statement. It's something | have come to believe whether we are
speaking about the ties we share as a natural family or the family of the Church. Yes, what
makes us holy is the presence of Jesus among us.

Since Christmas is the celebration of the birth of “Emmanuel,” or “God among us,” it is easy to
see why this feast fits so well with the Christmas Season.

The website “ChurchYear.net” explains, “Devotion to the Holy Family is a recent development,
but one that naturally grows out of a love for Jesus and his family. The cult of the Holy Family
grew in popularity in the 17th century, and several religious congregations have been founded
under this title. The Holy Family also became portrayed in popular art of the period. On

October 26, 1921, the Congregation of Rites (under Pope Benedict XV) inserted the Feast of the
Holy Family into the Latin Rite general calendar. Until then it had been celebrated regionally. . . .
Popes before and including Benedict XV (especially Leo Xlll) promoted the feast as a way to
counter the breakdown of the family unit.”

Today, the family unit is undergoing dramatic changes. Enjoying a family meal together is
becoming more and more scarce. When families do eat together it is becoming more common
that growing numbers have their cell phones at the ready, sending and receiving text messages
to people not there. What about being present to those sitting around the table with you?
Something that would have been considered impolite and rude has become commonplace.

May the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph serve as an example of family life to inspire and
guide us!

THE CHILDREN’S RECENT CELEBRATION OF THE CHRISTMAS PAGEANT:
| want to express my gratitude to Jillian Vicinanza, - , .
our Director of Music, together with the other adults —_
who assisted her, with the Chrlstmas Pageant that
was held on Saturday, December 14",

A special word of thanks to the children who :
participated in the pageant. It was so important that
you reminded us of the significance of Christmas, /
when we celebrate the birth of Jesus, the Son of
God.

Thank you! Thank you! Thank You!

V778



SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK:
This Sacrament for those suffering serious
illness or surgery is available by contacting one
of the parish priests at the Parish Office
(731-3710) during office hours. In case of
serious danger or sudden accident, please call
any time. One may also ask for this Sacrament
before or after Mass.

BAPTISMS:

The Sacrament of Baptism is administered
every other Sunday at 2:00 PM in the church.
Please call the Parish Office (731-3710) for
registration and scheduling information.

BECOMING A CATHOLIC (RCIA):

St. James Parish welcomes any non-Catholic
who seeks to enter the Catholic Church or
baptized Catholics of any age who have not yet
received the other Sacraments. Please call the
Parish Center (731-3710).

MARRIAGES:

Those wishing to be married at St. James
should call the Parish Office (731-3710) to
arrange an appointment with one of the parish
clergy. Please allow 6 months at least for the
necessary preparations. Please do not enter into
any other wedding commitments prior to having
your wedding date and time confirmed by the
Parish.

PARISHIONERS IN THE HOSPITAL:

If a family member is in the hospital, please
inform the Parish Office to have them placed
on the sick list for prayers.

PARISH MEMBERSHIP:

We warmly welcome all new parishioners to
our parish family. Registration forms are
available at the Parish Center Office.

WEEKLY DEVOTIONS:
Miraculous Medal Novena & Rosary for Life -
Mondays 2 PM in the Chapel.

Rosary - Monday through Saturday following
the 8 AM Mass in the Church.

Our Lady of the Rosary Italian Prayer Group
- Fridays at 11 AM in the Chapel (except during
July and August - resumes Sept. 1st)

WEEKLY READINGS AND OBSERVANCES
The Holy Family
December 29, 2024
First Reading:
“I prayed for this child, and the LORD granted my
request. Now I, in turn, give him to the LORD; as long
as he lives, he shall be dedicated to the LORD.”
(1 Sm 1:27-28)
Psalm:
Blessed are they who dwell in your house, O Lord.
(Ps 84)
Second Reading:
Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we shall be
has not yet been revealed. (1 Jn 3:2)
Gospel:
After three days they found him in the temple, sitting in
the midst of the teachers. (Lk 2:46)

Gospel Meditation

As a first-time pastor in a parish, I received a phone call
one afternoon from a young married couple, “Father, our
2-year-old son drowned in our pool this morning. We are
at the hospital. Please help us.” I sped over. The little
boy was gone, his body cold, slightly blue, laid out on a
bed. His parents were distraught and in shock. For the
next few years, I walked with the couple along their
difficult and painful road. They openly shared with me
how they were often tempted to blame and accuse each
other for the loss. And yet, by God’s grace, their love for
each grew stronger and deeper as the years went by.

The Holy Family was not without its pain and loss,
either. Luke tells us, after losing their twelve-year-old
son, Joseph and Mary “after three days found him in
the temple area, sitting among the teachers...” (Luke
2:46). We don’t know specifically what those three days
were like for them except for what Mary says: “Your
father and I have been looking for you anxiously.”
The three days of his absence foreshadow his death and
burial. His finding in the temple is a kind of resurrection
for his family. They had to learn, again and again, that
their family was becoming a place where death and
resurrection was not only accepted but welcomed and
celebrated. But surely they deeply felt the dangerous
agony of their loss — just like every couple who has lost
a child.

What losses in your experience of family still cause you
anxiety? In what ways has God’s presence seemingly
vanished in your family? Will you keep searching for
Jesus? Remember, he will rise and be found. Your
family may be suffering, but when he is found, it will be
stronger than ever before.

Father John Muir

Live the Liturgy - Inspiration for the week

For three days, Mary and Joseph search and worry
before finding Jesus in the temple. “Didn’t you know
where I was?” he says to them, in so many words. We,
too, look for Jesus. We, too, know where to find him. Let
us never forget and never despair.




PRAYER TO THE HOLY FAMILY

= Jesus, Mary and Joseph, in you we contemplate
( . \ the splendour of true love, to you we turn with trust.

Holy Family of Nazareth, grant that our families too
may be places of communion and prayer; authentic schools of the
Gospel and small domestic Churches.

Holy Family of Nazareth, may families never again experience violence,
rejection and division: may all who have been hurt or
— \ scandalized find ready comfort and healing.

\\_ Holy Family of Nazareth,may the approaching
|\ Synod of Bishops make us once more mindful of
the sacredness and inviolability of the family,
and its beauty in God'’s plan.

Jesus, Mary and Joseph,
graciously hear our prayer.

Amen.

Faith Formation Classes for the
Week of Dec. 30, 2024—
Jan.3, 2025
THERE ARE NO CLASSES
THIS WEEK

CLASSES WILL BEGIN THE WEEK
OF January 6, 2025

A reminder to all our
level 2 students to
bring the Mass Book
you received at the
Parent meeting in
November to class
with you when we
begin in
January.

What’s Happening
In Faith Formation??

Today, we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family
We ask Jesus, Mary and Joseph to help us to be
holy like them. We remember that being faithful
to God’s will is what makes us a holy people.
Like the Holy Family, we have heartache in our
lives, we are not always happy and content but we
know that in our times of adversity, sorrow and
struggle our God is by our side and we need only

place our trust in him as Mary, Joseph and Jesus

did as they lived their lives as a family.

The Office of Faith Formation wishes all of
our families a Healthy and Happy New Year!

Let us go into this New Year with renewed

hope and faithfulness to
God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.




St. James Celebrates Christmas 2024

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE MOTHER OF GOD VIGIL MASS (WORLD DAY OF PEACE)
Tuesday, December 31, 2024

4:00 PM Vigil - Fr. John
11:30 PM - Holy Hour before the New Year - Deacon Chris

SOLEMNITY OF MARY - Wednesday, January 1, 2025
9:00 AM - Msgr. Michael
11:30 AM - Fr. Benjamin

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD - Saturday, January 4, 2025
4:00pm Vigil - Fr. John
Sunday, January 5, 2025
8:00 AM - Msgr. Michael
10:00 AM - Fr. John
12:00 PM - Fr. Benjamin

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
Saturday, January 11, 2025
4:00pm Vigil - Fr. Benjamin
Sunday, January 12, 2025

8:00 AM - Fr. Benjamin
10:00 AM - Fr. John
12:00 PM - Msgr. Michael

The Altar Bread

and Wine were
-¢fin donated in
BN loving memory of:

Lﬂi Aida Scalise

=
Donated by:
The Manton Family
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For anyone who believes they have a sexual
abuse claim against an additional debtor
(parish) arising prior to December 3, 2024,
the claim form to submit and related
information can be found at

under the
“Proof of Claim Form” heading. The
deadline for filing claims is January 13,
2025, at 11:59 p.m. prevailing Eastern
time.
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WE ARE PLANNING TO INTRODUGE
YOUTH MINISTRY HERE AT ST. JAMES
AND WE NEED ADULTS TO HELP

If interested, please email Nick Amster at
stiamesseafordym@gmail.com

Informational Meeting for Volunteer CORE Team
will be on Monday, 12/30/24 at 7:00pm in the Parish Center
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Come join us Degember 31st at 11:30 PM to welcome in the
NEW YEAR andf spend time with our LORD

Nstic

e o All Parish Center
e New Years offices will be closed
45 LESSINGS on Wednesday,
January 1, 2025 in observance of New
Year’s Day. Mass will be celebrated at 4pm
(Dec. 31) and at 9am and 11:30am.

4F s1. JamES WELCOMING MINISTRY PRESENTS..

CHILI

The church will
i COOK-OFF
Adoration

Come and sit wi ,
LORD on NEW YEARS
EVE and say good by

to 2024 with and Will be from 11:30 January 25rd, 2025, Right After 4pm Mass!
welcome in 2025 PM till 12:30 AM BRING THE HEAT!
in the g presence g of . Prize for the best Chili and Dessert!
==
the LORD 1l I o Where: Delaney Hall, St. James Roman Catholic Church
r t l 80 Hicksville Road Seaford, NY
©2003 LPi & $5
PER PERSON

Welcoming Ministry invites
P ou to join us on FREE
W(\ ) ‘@j y J FOR INDIVIDUAL

4 New Year’s Eve for a WHo MADE

CHILI OR

Pre-Eucharistic Adoration DESSERT
gathering on December 31st from CAN’T TAKE THE HEAT? ENTER A
8:30pm to 11:00pm in Delaney Hall. DESSERT INSTEAD!

Bring appetizers to share as we spend
time with friends. scAn THE QR CODE TO REGISTE

>
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December 29-Holy Family:
Our heartfelt thanks to all Today is the feast of the Holy Family of

our Rarismone"s for your Jesus, Mary and Joseph, and so we can
continued support of our celebrate that we all belong to the holy

food pantry. family of God which makes us brothers and
sisters to each other. At Christmas this year, through
Our current needs are your gifts, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul was
paper towels, napkins, apl;a to bri::g the joy ar;)d hope :o our “broftherls and
: : sisters” who are poor by assisting many families,
{’s,sues’ toilet paper, spamp ehey providing food, gifts, and assistance with utility and
conditioner, soap, body lotion, crackers, rent bills. Thank you! If you or someone you know
cookies, dish soap, oil, boxed milk, needs help, please remind them the St. Vincent de Paul
canned ham, laundry detergent, Society is here to help. We offer assistance in many
sugar, cleaning sprays. forms; financial, spiritual, or help with navigating the

intricacies of our society, please email us at:
Saintjamessaintvincentdepaul@gmail.com
Thank you very much. or call 516-735-8895. Thank you.



A Quick Journey Through the Bible

Many Catholics want to read the Bible because they know it is God’s
Word, but they give up because it seems so complicated. Unlocking the ©
Mystery of the Bible helps you get the “big picture” by showing how
fourteen narrative books of the Bible tell the complete story from
Adam and Eve to Christ and the Church. Presenter Jeff Cavins shows you how to read the Bible so
that you can actually understand it. Aided by the unique color-coded Bible Time Line® Chart, which
arranges the key people, places, and events of Scripture in chronological order, Unlocking the
Mystery of the Bible will help you discover the story of salvation history and understand how you fit
into God'’s plan. This eight-session study program includes video presentations that explore all twelve
time periods of The Bible Timeline Chart. Tuesday evenings in Delaney Hall at 7:00pm for this
8-week course. Starting Tuesday January 7th running until February 25th. Use the link below
or scan the QR code with your phone to order the book from Ascension Press (order the book for
$25—$30)

https://ascensionpress.com/collections/unlocking-the-mystery

ind SARAH CHRISTMYER

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY:

NAME:

PHONE NUMBER (CELL):

EMAIL ADDRESS:

Saint James’ Family Ministry
is pleased to host a FREE Hospitality Breakfast

Where: Delaney Hall
When: Sunday, January 5th., 2025
Time: Immediately following the 10:00 AM Mass

We will be serving Bagels, Cookies, Cake, Muffins
as well as Coffee, Tea, and Juice

Everyone is invited. Come, bring your family have a
great breakfast, and make some new friends.

NOTICE
Due to a scheduling conflict, the February Hospitality
Breakfast will take place on Sunday 2/16/2025



https://ascensionpress.com/collections/unlocking-the-mystery

Weekly Stewardship of Treasure Report

Catholic CHURCH
WEEK OF: December 15, 2024 Education CAPACITY 850
Sunday Collection Second Collection Mass Attendance

Mass 9,124.00 766.00 4:00pm 389
Online Giving 2,167.07 14.21 8:00am 212
Mail in Envelopes 700.00 170.00 10:00am 354
Total 11,991.07 950.21 12:00pm 289

GlVE “Save Time and Donate Online! Total 1,358

UN”N If you would like to enroll in Online Giving, please visit
’ www.stjamesrcchurch.org and click on the WeShare link
weh WESHARE or call the parish office at 516-731-3710.

Question: July 26 is the feast of Joachim and Anna. Who are they and what do we know about them? Q&A
Answer: Joachim and Anna are the parents of Mary, the mother of Jesus, yet there is absolutely no

biblical reference to them whatsoever. So where do we get their names, and what is their story? Their names are
found in an apocryphal (hidden) gospel known as "The Infancy Gospel of James." Apocryphal, or hidden gospels,
consist of accounts of Jesus' life that were ultimately not accepted as inspired works, and thus were not included
in the Bible. However, they sometimes captured the Christian imagination, spilling into the devotional dimension of
the community. James' infancy gospel begins with the parents of Mary and their desire for a child. In their prayer
and petitions to God, they are heard and given the blessings of a child, whom they named Mary. While we have no
idea who Mary's parents really were, the fact that we celebrate the feast of Joachim and Anna indicates that the
bond of family love is important in the Christian life. In honoring the grandparents of Jesus we really proclaim our
faith in the Incarnation--God becoming human!

Pray for Our Deceased

Super
Bonanza
$25 Winners

December 2024
Sunday, 12/22—Diane Carrino

Vincent Gonzales

Monday, 12/23—Jeanine Schwalm

FROM THE EDITOR Tue., 12/24—Emily Fisher

BULLEGI A Wed., 12/25—M/M Joseph Savino

Bulletin Date Due by 9:00am Thurs., 12 /26—Rosemary Raffaele
January 12th Monday, January 6th

January 19th Monday, January 13th Friday, 12/27—M/M John Danielo
January 26th Friday, January 17th Saturday, 12/28—Edward Rose
February 2nd Friday, January 17th

$1,000 Christmas Bonus
Deborah Blankley



Sunday, December 29th
9:30am OCIA - Room 112

Monday, December 30th
8:30am Rosary - Church

Tuesday, December 31st

8:30am Rosary - Church

8:30pm Hospitality—Delaney Hall
11:30pm Holy Hour - Church

Wednesday, January 1st
No scheduled events - Building closed

Thursday, January 2nd
8:30am Rosary - Church

Friday, January 3rd
8:30am Rosary - Church

11:00am Italian Rosary - Chapel N ew Ye a r

Saturday, January 4th

7:30am Men’s Prayer Group - Room 104
8:30am Rosary - Church

9:00am Women’s Ministry - Room 112

FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES

Lord of Hosts, we commend to Your gracious care and keeping all the men and women of our armed
forces at home and abroad. Defend them day by day with Your heavenly grace; strengthen them in
their trials and temptations; give them courage to face the perils that beset them; and grant them
Your abiding presence wherever they may be. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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