The Parish of Saint James

le

Rev. John Derasmo, Pastor
fatherjohn@stjamesrcchurch.org
Msgr. Michael Barimah-Apau, Associate Pastor
Fr. Benjamin Ogbunuko, Associate Pastor

In the event of an emergency, please call
516-916-0959 to reach the priest on duty

Deacon Rick Brunner

Deacon Chris Daniello

Deacon John Horn

Director of Faith Formation
Dr. Lucy Creed, Ed.D. - 516-796-2979

Parish Social Ministry - 516-735-8690
St. Vincent de Paul Society - 516-735-8895

Director of Music Ministry
Jillian Vicinanza - 516-731-3710

Facility Manager
Thomas Galvin - 516-731-3710

PARISH OFFICE RECEPTIONIST
Parishoffice@stjamesrcchurch.org

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Phone: 516-731-3710/Fax: 516-731-4828
Monday and Tuesday: 9:00am to 8:00pm
Wednesday through Friday: 9:00am to 4:00pm
Closed between 12:00pm to 1:00pm
Saturday: 9:00am to 12 Noon

Meetings with staff members should be by appointment.
Visit us on the web: www.stjamesrcchurch.org

Parish Mission Statement

Saint James is a parish community, whose
members are called through Baptism, to be
intentional disciples. We are strengthened by
the Eucharist and committed to serve God under
the guidance of His Holy Spirit. As people devoted
to Jesus’ teachings, we value on-going faith
formation, Christian outreach and the growth
and development of our parish.

Road Seaford, New York 11783

CELEBRATION OF EUCHARIST: MASSES:

DAILY MASS:
Monday through Saturday: 8:00 AM
Monday through Friday: 12:10 PM

All Civic Holidays: 9:00 AM only

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE:
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM
Sunday: 8:00 AM
10:00 AM
12:00 PM
Holy Days: 4:00pm Vigil Mass
8:00 AM, 12:10 PM and 7:30 PM

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE:
Saturday: 3:00 PM — 3:45 PM or by
appointment with one of our priests.

February 16, 2025
6th Sunday in Ordinary Time
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6" SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

"Blessed are you who are now hungry, for you will be satisfied. Blessed are you
who are now weeping, for you will laugh.”
- Lk 6:21

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass £2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
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MAss CELEBRANT
2/22 ~ 4:00pm ~ Fr. Benjamin

2/23 ~ 8:00am ~ Fr. Benjamin
10:00am ~ Fr. John
12:00pm ~ Msgr. Michael

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2025
8:00 AM Bruno & Adele Tucci
10:00 AM Marilyn J. Tutino
12:00 PM People of St. James
Lorraine Hartmann
Gladys McCullagh
Louis Yurasits
Mary Ellen E. Georges
Darlene Morrone

RECONCILIATION SCHEDULE
Saturday Confessions
3:00 pm—3:45 pm

Celebrants subject to change

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2025 - Presidents’ Day
9:00 AM Valerie Moricco - Birthday Remembrance

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2025
8:00 AM Jennie DiMaio
12:10 PM Edith Elida Torres

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2025 Omar Albayaty, Marianne Amblo, Francine Argila,
8:00 AM Danny Kosotan - Living John Baglione, Stephanie Baio, Deanna Baisley, Pat

12:10 PM Msgr. Donald Hanson Beirne, James Bianco, Charlie Bowman, Christine

Buerkle, Jennifer Callahan, Mary Calabrese, Carl

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2025 Capobianco, Greg Capobianco, Philip Capobianco,
8:00 AM Priscilla & Anthony Derasmo James Castellane, JoAnn Chirco, Joseph Chirco,
12:10 AM Auxiliary Bishops of the Dianne Cicciari, Lori Cicciari, Carly Colvell, Ed

Diocese of Rockville Center Connelly, Leslie Crandall, Dale Daly, Grayson

Danielski, Douglas Deacon, James Donaldson,
Lawrence Deck, Baby James Derleth, James DeVita,
Sandra Denise Diaz, Matteo DiMartino, Jessica
Emerick, Joan Lugokencky, Grace Dowdell,
Margaret Dowdell, Rick Ellis, Rosaria Esposito,
Connie Fisher, Thomas Fazio, Marianne Flaherty,

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2025
8:00 AM Bishop John Barres - Living
12:10 PM Roseann Quinn - Birthday Remembrance

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2025
8:00 AM Priests and Deacons of St. James

. Raymond Flood, Caitlin Francis, Thomas Francis,
#:00PM  Erasmo & Elvira Gargano Jos}éph Gagliardo, Andrew Gallo, Paul Giacalone,
Rosemary Giacalone, Luke Gruener, Bill Gruener,
SSU(I)%) 1?1\‘/{[, Fggg:: g:r:y? ’Mzu(;;iy William J. Gruener, Michael Hance, Luke Horvath,
10:00 AM Edward McKee - Birthday Remembrance Martin J appen, R?becca Johngton, William Kapcpe,
12:00 PM People of St. James John Kmiotek, Gina Krafinski, Sean Lehosky, Tia
Louis Yurasits Mabanta, Timothy Maietta, Dakota Maken, Mary
Joseph Tetonic Sue Maluda, Tara Matthews, Kathleen McCormack,
Carol Ragione Megan McCormack, Erlinda Medina, Janice
Vincent Pasquale Mehafty, Grace Mendonez, Michael Mendonez,
Steven Miller, Marianne Mirkow, Thomas Mirkow,
6% SUNDBY 1N CROINGRY TiMé Bianca Montenegro, Grace Nadolny, Barbara
: = / ) —_ Notarstefano, Melissa Notarstefano, Janet Oliveri,
R‘ggtyge’\' W SUR? 1'\52 030{13 o XL I Sister Barbara Ozelski, Marie Pereira-Callahan, Jim
OUR BoDieS ~ STRT A Perkowski, Diane Pheffer, Irene Poggio, Joseph
Back INTie TakiNG Poggio, Cathy Prykuta, Dana Rodriguez, Richard
ReSurRRectioNy BETTeR = 4 R ;
CarRe ok ogers, Kl_mberly Romano, Francesca_ Russo, Alexa
TS Salvage, Iliana Saviano, Anthony Schiozzi, Caileen
PSR | W | - THUING ! ey e @l - Sheehan, Cynthia Simson, Dennis Sisto, Maria Sisto,
oA bwa T | e maiee . . Joan Smith, Tony Sparaco, Arline Stafford, William

Styne, Ron Tedeschi, Julia Tobin, Sally Ann
2 Waskewich,
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DEAR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN CHRIST:

ALPHA IS RETURNING TO ST. JAMES:

We will begin our next Alpha Program in March. Since we began offering this program of
spiritual development and renewal we have had approximately 250 participants. A good
number of them decided to try Alpha because of encouragement from a family member or
friend. There is a certain reluctance to join because most people are not sure what the
eleven weeks are all about.

Last weekend several of those who participated in Alpha spoke to us about their
experience and what it meant to them. They admitted to an initial reluctance but decided
to give it a try.

Many of them were surprised but pleased that they had made that decision. It's an
informal setting, which starts off with a meal, viewing a short video and then joining a
small group of participants to raise any questions and to discuss what the video meant to
them. There are no right or wrong answers. The intent of the conversations is to give
everyone a safe place to talk about their personal experiences and the challenges or
confusions that they might have about God and their faith.

Each of these former participants shared their positive feelings that Alpha made them feel
like a real member of St. James. It certainly gives everyone a sense of community and of
growing friendships.

While this is an important part of Alpha, its main purpose is to deepen each person’s faith,
helping each participant discover that God wants to have a personal relationship with him
or her. “Going to Mass” on Sunday takes on a whole new meaning. It becomes a deeper
expression of one’s faith and relationship with God as members of a believing faith
community.

SO, SHOULD YOU PARTICIPATE IN ALPHA?
Ultimately, this is a personal decision, but | am inviting you.

How would you describe your spiritual life? Your sense of God’s place in your personal
life? Your response to the call of a faith that’s alive?

| am reminded of Fr. Mark Toups statement, “If you keep doing the things that you have
always done, you will keep getting what you always have received.”

Perhaps God is extending an invitation to you. Since Lent is a season of faith renewal, |
invite you to participate in Alpha. | have no doubt that you will be glad that you did.

(5. bAy



SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK:
This Sacrament for those suffering serious
illness or surgery is available by contacting one
of the parish priests at the Parish Office
(731-3710) during office hours. In case of
serious danger or sudden accident, please call
any time. One may also ask for this Sacrament
before or after Mass.

BAPTISMS:

The Sacrament of Baptism is administered
every other Sunday at 2:00 PM in the church.
Please call the Parish Office (731-3710) for
registration and scheduling information.

BECOMING A CATHOLIC (RCIA):

St. James Parish welcomes any non-Catholic
who seeks to enter the Catholic Church or
baptized Catholics of any age who have not yet
received the other Sacraments. Please call the
Parish Center (731-3710).

MARRIAGES:

Those wishing to be married at St. James
should call the Parish Office (731-3710) to
arrange an appointment with one of the parish
clergy. Please allow 6 months at least for the
necessary preparations. Please do not enter into
any other wedding commitments prior to having
your wedding date and time confirmed by the
Parish.

PARISHIONERS IN THE HOSPITAL:

If a family member is in the hospital, please
inform the Parish Office to have them placed
on the sick list for prayers.

PARISH MEMBERSHIP:

We warmly welcome all new parishioners to
our parish family. Registration forms are
available at the Parish Center Office.

WEEKLY DEVOTIONS:
Miraculous Medal Novena & Rosary for Life -
Mondays 2 PM in the Chapel.

Rosary - Monday through Saturday following
the 8 AM Mass in the Church.

Our Lady of the Rosary Italian Prayer Group
- Fridays at 11 AM in the Chapel (except during
July and August - resumes Sept. 1st)

6th Sunday in Ordinary Time
February 16, 2025

First Reading:

Blessed is the one who trusts in the LORD, whose hope
is the LORD. (Jer 17:7)

Psalm:

Blessed are they who hope in the Lord. (Ps 1)

Second Reading:

If the dead are not raised, neither has Christ been
raised, and if Christ has not been raised, your faith
is vain. (1 Cor 15:16-17)

Gospel:

“Blessed are you who are poor, for the kingdom of God
is yours.” (Lk 6:20)

Gospel Meditation

I craved four things as a teenager: success in sports,
food, fun and the attention of popular people. However,
I noticed that as I acquired them, I was more
unsatisfied than before. So, I'd strive even more
energetically, achieve more, and the sense of emptiness
was greater still. These four things started to feel like
burdens or even curses. Soon after, I encountered
Christ in my high school youth group. Experiencing his
love was totally different than anything those four
things previously produced. It produced a lasting
happiness.

Jesus utters a kind of four-fold curse in this week’s
Gospel of Saint Luke’s “woes”: “Woe to you who are
rich...who are filled now...who laugh now...who are
well-spoken of” (cf. Luke 6:24-26). How marvelous
that these correspond perfectly to the four things that
obsessed my teenage soul: riches, food, laughter and
good reputation. The “woes” the Lord speaks are
warnings: when those things are the purpose of your
life, you’ll be miserable. He is saying, “You'll be happy,
or blessed, in the measure that these things do not
determine the shape of our lives, and the kingdom of
God does.”

To some degree, we’re all spiritual teenagers, addicted
to one or more of those four “woes.” How splendid that
the Lord wants his to bless us — that is, to satisfy us,
make us laugh with joy, and in the kingdom of God,
offer us what will truly satisfy us. But first let’s admit
what is causing our “woes.”

Father John Muir

Live the Liturgy - Inspiration for the week

Too many of us make the mistake of expecting
prosperity here on Earth as a reward for following
Christ. But Jesus is very clear: sorrow and hardship
are a part of life. But when we offer these sufferings to
Christ, they become transformed. They become
blessed. And so do we.
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Teachings!

Faith Formation Classes for the
Week of Feb. 17, — Feb. 21, 2025

THERE ARE NO CLASSES THIS
WEEK IN HONOR OF
WINTER RECESS
CLASSES WILL RESUME
NEXT WEEK
FEBRUARY 25TH-
THROUGH FEBRUARY 27TH

A REMINDER THAT
THE SEASON OF i
LENT BEGINS ON :
ASH WEDNESDAY,
MARCH 5, 2025

THERE ARE NO FAITH
FORMATION CLASSES THAT WEEK
(March 4, 5, 6)
so that our students can
attend the Ash Wednesday services.

Level 7 and 8 are reminded that
all Confirmation Journal work is
due by the Last day of Classes
(April 8,9, 10)

What’s Happening
In Faith Formation??

This past Sunday our level 2 students attended a
class mass at 10am. It was wonderful to see so
many students at Mass! Deacon Rick spoke to the
children about the importance of the Penitential

Rite at Mass calling it the Catholic Churches “Best
Kept Secret.”

We then went over to Delaney Hall for Hospitality
provided by the Welcome Committee with baked
good donated by our level 7 and 8 students!

All the students present made “forgiveness boxes”
which they will help them to prepare for First

Reconciliation and for the Penitential Rite each
Sunday!

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU ALL BACK HERE
EVERY SUNDAY!




The Altar Bread

and Wine
were donated in
loving memory of:

“We welcome into the
St. James Community:

Matthew Philip Dellaratta

Valerie Moricco
Congratulations to the parents

Donated by: of the newly baptized]

The Moricco Family

Our heartfelt thanks to all our parishioners for your continued
support of our food pantry.

Our current needs are Canned hams, canned chicken, coffee, mayonnaise, boxed
milk, canned fruit, hot chocolate, ketchup, jelly, Knorrs pasta mixes, sugar, pancake
mix and syrup, juice, drinks, bread crumbs, oil, spam, ramen noodles, jarred tomato

sauce, vinegar, sugar-coated cereal, jelly, cookies, chips, snacks, Spaghettios,
shampoo, laundry detergent, cleaning products, paper towels, tissues, toilet paper,

February 16: Sixth Sunday in
Ordinary time

In the Gospel today, Jesus
gives us the blessings of
serving the poor, hungry and
weeping people, for you will
then rejoice and leap for joy.
But Jesus also teaches us the
decisiveness of choice:
blessing or woe. Choosing to
help those who are suffering
will fill your heart with the
blessing of Jesus and
indeed your reward will be
great in heaven. If you or
someone you know needs
help, please remind them the
St. Vincent de Paul Society is
here to help. We offer
assistance in many forms;
financial, spiritual, or help with
navigating the intricacies of
our society, please email us at:

Saintjamessaintvincentdepaul@gmail.com

or call 516-735-8895. Thank
you.

and napkins.
Thank you very much.

| iturgical Minister T raining— Spring 2025

The Diocese of Rockville Center will offer training for those who wish to serve as

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion and Lectors. No walk-ins permitted, all

participants must be registered in advance with a letter from their pastor.

Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion: Part A - This training is required for all those
who are beginning as Ministers. This “BASIC™ training is required for all Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy Communion. Those who wish to minister in hospitals, nursing homes and to
the homebound are required to attend Part B training in addition to BASIC training. One must
attend Part A training prior to Part B training. A Lector Workshop is available for both new
and experienced lectors.

.

Dates and']_ocations for]_iturgical Minister T raining

Lector Workshop and Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion — Part A:
Saturday, March 29* - Immaculate Conception/Westhampton Beach - Parish Hall;

9 am — 12:00

Thursday, April 3 — St. Agnes Cathedral Parish Hall/RVC — Msgr. Kelly Parish Center;
7 pm— 10 pm

Tuesday, April 8 — St. Elizabeth /Melville — Msgr. Kane Hall; 7 pm — 10 pm

You may register for EITHER Lector OR Extraordinary Minister training at cach session.
Doors open 30 minutes before the training start time.
End time is an estimate, session may end prior to 10 pm, please be prepared.

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion Part B — presented in conjunction with
Catholic Health
Sat., March 29* — Immaculate Conception/Westhampton Beach - Parish Hall; 1 — 4 pm

Tuesday, April 29 - St. Elizabeth / Melville - Msgr. Kane Hall; 7 pm - 10 pm
Thursday, May 8 — St. Agnes Cathedral Parish Hall / RVC — Msgr. Kelly Parish Center;
7 pm— 10 pm

End time is an estimate, session may end prior to what is stated here, please be prepared.

*On March 29, we are offering Part A and Part B on the SAME day. Those who attend Part A in the morning
are welcome to bring lunch or leave for lunch and return for the 1 pm Part B session. Please indieate if you are
doing BOTH on your registration letter from your pastor.

A letter from your pastor will be required to reserve your space at any of these trainings and
must be received at least five days prior to the session you wish to attend. To request
registration for any of these sessions, please contact your rectory. Do not call the host parishes
with questions. For questions, call Suzanne Lynn at 516-744-6850.Thank you for your
interest.



ASH WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE
MARCH 5, 2025

NOTE WELL:
Ashes will be distributed ONLY after the homily during Mass
and each of the Services of the Word

MASS WITH THE DISTRIBUTION OF ASHES
(After the Homily):

8:00 AM - Fr. Benjamin
12:10 PM — Msgr. Michael
7:30 PM - Fr. John

PRAYER SERVICES WITH THE

DISTRIBUTION OF ASHES:
(After the Homily)

7:00 AM - Dcn. Chris
3:00 PM - Dcn. Rick
5:00 PM - Dcn. John

“The annual Lenten season (which begins on Ash
Wednesday) is the fitting time to climb the holy mountain of
Easter. . .the faithful, ever more attentive to the Word of God
and prayer, prepare themselves by penance for the

renewal of their baptismal promises.”

(Bishop’s Ceremonial, #249)



NO GREATER LOVE

e RENAOT ER No Greater Love: A Biblical Walk Through Christ’s

Passion is more than a Bible study. It is a biblical
pilgrimage that reveals Christ’'s amazing love for us.
This study will help you understand Christ’s passion in a
new way. The “head knowledge” you gain will help you
grow in “heart knowledge” as you follow up on what you

= have learned. The Bible will always remain a mystery,
s Tesmeassl though, and that is part of the beauty of it: We can never
>¥E cxhaust the treasures of Scripture. Fortunately for us, the
2l Bible is not a subject to master; it is a place to encounter
the living Word of God.

We will be running this program 7:00pm-8:30pm on Thursdays during Lent:
March 6, 13, 20, 27, April 3, April 10.

As you begin this journey, here is what you will need to get started:
please purchase the book
“NO GREATER LOVE A BIBLICAL WALK THROUGH CHRIST’S PASSION’
from Ascension Press.

Here is the link https://ascensionpress.com/collections/no-greater-love

B ™ All Parish Center offices will

We Congratulate the
be closed on Monday,

: following parishioners

February 17, 2025 in for making the Honor

| observance of President’s Roll at Chaminade

| day. There will be one Mass High School for the
that day at 9am.

first trimester of the

2024-2025
SAINT ANTHONY'S HIGH SCHOOL Sielioel Ve
FRANCISCAN BROTHERS Joseph M. Barracato

_ o Thomas D. Cassidy
We Congratulate the following parishioners for
making the Honor Roll at St. Anthony’s High School James C. Downes
for the second quarter of the 2024-2025 School Year: Sebastian R. Franzke
Giuliana Aquilino Andres F. Mejia
Lorenzo Aquilino Cameron J. Peterson

Kaitlin D’Amore Henry N. Peterson
Valentino Martinez Gino S. Schiano

Dylan McCrea James G. Vanella
Alexandra Schnepf Marco Vasili

Sarah Vanella




®
G I ve ro m G‘\ASE depended
on blood during

heart surgery and

the heart .

DONATIONS
February i American Heart Month. SAVE LIVES

BLOOD DRIVE

Wednesday, February 19, 2025
1:45pm - 7:45pm

St. James Church and Msgr. Delaney Knights of

Columbus

Parish Center - Delaney Hall
80 Hicksville Road, Seaford

Click on link below to schedule an appointment:
https://donate.nybc.org/donor/schedules/drive schedule/321607

or scan the QR code:

orcall 1-800 933-BLOOD

For more information, please contact Kevin Kelly 516-972-8507

Appointments are preferred however walk-ins will be welcomed if space permits. Please remember to eat, drink, and bring your ID with your name and

photo. Mask requirements may change depending on CDC guidelines. Visit nybc.org/coronavirus for complete COVID-19 safety protocols.

New York vOo
2> Blood Center 800.933.BLOOD - nybc.org #nybloodcenter
Y



St¥lames)Welcoming|Ministry
invites)youito™

SCAN THE QR CODE

TO SIGN UP!
WHEN: FEBRUARY 23RD, AFTER 10 AM MASS IN

DELANEY HALL, ST. JAMES CHURCH

$10 PER FAMILY lhu:' '.:|u Ly
REFRESHMENTS WILL BE PROVIDED d-:-".';ﬁ!.l'?:" of =
PIZZA AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE: $1.50 PER SLICE =] P*---?}}r_lfn




Saint James ALPHA

Alpha is a place to explore the Christian. faith with others. Alpha
is a 11 week and one Friday and Saturday series of
conversations focused on the questions of life, faith, and meaning
of life. Each session includes a MEAL, time to connect with
others, hear a talk on some element of faith, and then a chance
for people to share their own questions and perspectives even if
it's different from ours!

Our Alpha program will be on the following
TUESDAYS from 6:30pm to 8:30PM

March 11, 18, 25, E

April 1, 8, 22, 29, -
May 6, 13, 20, 27 and g
Friday, May 2 - 6:30pm to 8:30pm E
Saturday May 3 - 8:30am to 4:00pm

Scan this QR code to sign up for ALPHA or go to this website
DEACONCHRIS.ORG/ALPHA

® Lo ~,:f'; ?’ﬁ@m - St. James RC ' % ﬁ'}%
-u?v/) : h Church :

S Msgr. William A. g

—— ' g Delaney e

Livzce lez ol | Council 5983

Knights of Columbus

%é 07{497,. @elanerg (Potleecwrcbcettea p 1 2
atre feoatieg a Pliglte ©ea Puwdracser : %!Jf - ét’ atrlck S
= =% ¢
S acy, PHercte 3O, 2025 pot Of Gold
]OOpm Zo 400,0#1 2
B35 .00 per perdoe — - Rafflz
Delaney Council g
. q .
et T o $10.00 per ticket / 3 for $25.00
HR ok g ’ Drawing to be held on March 15, 2025.
MaryAnn Cabri 516-366-9133 (you do not need to be present to win)
491 North Bay Drive No. Massapequa, NY 11758
(Check payable to Delaney Columbiettes)
Assorted Tea Sandwiches, Garden Salad, TICketS WI” be SOId In the
A a . ' narthex following all Masses
S— on March 1st and 2nd

Clrstciedt feals 1weeed o peize

Hats are required for admission ! and March 8th and gth




5t. James Family Ministry is hosting
a Soup & Sandwich Social in Delaney Hall
on Saturday March 8th. at 5:00 pm

$5 Per Person
$10 Per Family

' e &
Grilled Chees
peanut Butter and Jelly
gandwiches

L OME MADE SOUPS
Chicken SouP
Tomato SouP

pasta Fagiol

Coffee, 1ea. Watert

pound Cake

Reservations are required

Call Linda at 516 731-5688

leave a message and she will call you back.
Call Deadline is Tuesday March 4th..

12



Weekly Stewardship of Treasure Report

Catholic CHURCH
WEEK OF: February 2, 2025 Education CAPACITY 850
Sunday Collection Second Collection Mass Attendance

Mass 9,806.00 814.00 4:00pm 374
Online Giving 3,613.33 61.84 8:00am 194
Mail in Envelopes 1,733.00 50.00 10:00am 395
Total 15,152.33 925.84 12:00pm 364

: . Total 1,327

GlVE “Save Time and Donate Online!

UN”N If you would like to enroll in Online Giving, please visit
2 WESHARE www.stjamesrcchurch.org and click on the WeShare
wilh link or call the parish office at 516-731-3710.

Question: Carnivale and Mardi Gras celebrations are linked to Ash Wednesday, Lent, fast and abstinence. Can you tell us Q&A
more about the connections between these events?

Answer: Ash Wednesday is the beginning of the forty days known as Lent. Every year, Christians highlight this penitential season as
a time of self-examination, reformation of one's life, and continued development of a deeper spiritual life. The recommended practices
of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving become the focus of Lenten activity and ritual. Each of these spiritual practices is aimed at
personal discipline as well as continued concern for the other, especially the poor or alienated. Forty days is a symbolic biblical
period of time, during which personal transformation occurs and out of which people surface as more spiritual, ready to carry out
God's mission. Relying on God's providence and care, no matter how difficult life becomes, is crucial to Lenten spirituality. Fasting
was initially stricter, permitting only one simple meal a day without meat, fish, or other delicacies. In order to prepare for this in an
age of no refrigeration, people gathered to consume whatever was not allowed during Lent. This led to parties or celebrations
originally referred to as Carnivale, literally meaning "goodbye to meat," or Mardi Gras, literally meaning "Fat Tuesday." The eating
and celebrating ended on the Tuesday just before Ash Wednesday. Today we focus more on moderation in all things, as well as a
strong concern the poor. What are you doing for the poor this Lent?

Pray for Our Deceased

Super
Bonanza

Josephine Camarda 25 Winners
Joan M. Coyne $

Diane V. Neglia February 2025
John Schneider

Sunday, 2/9—Lucy DeCaprio

Monday, 2/10—Michael D’Antuono
FROM THE EDITOR

BULLETIN DEADLINES Tue., 2/11—Karen Farley
Bulletin Date  Due by 9:00am Wed., 2/12—M/M Gerard Sampson
February 23rd Wed, February 12th Thurs., 2/13—M/M James Povinelli
March 2nd Monday, February 24th
March 9th Monday, March 3rd Friday, 2/14—M/M William Easteadt
March 16th Monday, March 10th

Saturday, 2/15—John Huttle
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Sunday, February 16th
9:30am OCIA - Room 112
11:00am Hospitality Breakfast

Monday, February 17th
Building closed
9:30am Rosary - Church

Tuesday, February 18th
8:30am Rosary - Church

1:30pm Scripture Sharing - Room 112 B L ES S ED A R E
7:00pm Scripture Sharing - Room 104
7:00pm Unlocking the Mysteries of the Bible— .
ALL WHO HOPE
)

Wednesday, February 19th . -—ﬂ—’ OL

/ ( ne d’{/‘ 4
'

8:30am Rosary - Church
1:45pm Blood Drive - Delaney Hall

Thursday, February 20th
8:30am Rosary - Church
10:30am Plainedge Seniors - Delaney Hall

Friday, February 21st
8:30am Rosary - Church
11:00am Italian Rosary - Chapel

Saturday, February 22nd
8:30am Rosary - Church
9:00am Women’s Prayer & Meditation - Room 112

FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES

Lord of Hosts, we commend to Your gracious care and keeping all the men and women of our armed
forces at home and abroad. Defend them day by day with Your heavenly grace; strengthen them in
their trials and temptations; give them courage to face the perils that beset them; and grant them
Your abiding presence wherever they may be. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Ryan Connors Army;
Army; Pfc. Steven




