
The Parish of Saint James 

FEBRUARY 22, 2026 | FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Weekday Mass 
 

Monday - Saturday | 8:00am  
Monday - Friday | 12:10pm 
All Civic Holidays | 9:00am only 
 

Weekend Mass 

Saturday | Vigil 4:00pm 
Sunday | 8:00am, 10:00am, 12:00pm 
 

Holy Days 
4:00pm Vigil Mass 
8:00am, 12:10pm and 7:30pm 
 

Confession 
Saturday: 3:00pm – 3:45pm or by  
appointment with one of our priests. 
 

OUR MISSION 
Saint James is a parish community, whose 
members are called through Baptism, to 
be intentional disciples.  
 

We are strengthened by the Eucharist  
and committed to serve God under the 
guidance of His Holy Spirit. As people 
devoted to Jesus’ teachings, we value  
on-going faith formation, Christian 
outreach and the growth and 
development of our parish. 
 

PARISH MEMBERSHIP 
We warmly welcome all new parishioners 
to our parish family. Registration can be 
done online on our website or forms are 
available at the Parish Center Office. 

Welcome! 

80 HICKSVILLE ROAD, SEAFORD, NY 11783 
516-731-3710 | www.stjamesrcchurch.org 

parishoffice@stjamesrcchurch.org 

https://assets.brandfolder.com/q224re-7xc0fs-aqdzp/v/7777795/original/A022Lent1_nat20_EN_4c.jpg
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Heavenly father we Pray for ...  
 

Omar Albayaty, Marianne Amblo, Francine Argila, John Baglione, Stephanie Baio, 
Deanna Baisley, Pat Beirne, James Bianco, Lucille Bombace, Jennifer Callahan, Mary 
Calabrese, Carl Capobianco, Greg Capobianco, Philip Capobianco, Vincent Catalano, 
JoAnn Chirco, Joseph Chirco, Dianne Cicciari, Lori Cicciari, Carly Colvell, Ed Connelly, 
Leslie Crandall, Grayson Danielski, Bonny Davidson, Douglas Deacon, James  
Donaldson, Lawrence Deck, Baby James Derleth, James DeVita, Sandra Denise Diaz, 
Matteo DiMartino, Jessica Emerick, Steven Fiscante, Michael Fox, Joan Lugokencky, 
Grace Dowdell, Margaret Dowdell, Kenny Eaton, Rick Ellis, Rosaria Esposito, Thomas 
Fazio, Connie Fisher, Raymond Flood, Caitlin Francis,  Thomas Francis, Joseph  
Gagliardo, Barbara Gallo, Andrew Gallo, Paul Giacalone, Rosemary Giacalone, Luke 
Gruener, Bill Gruener, William J. Gruener, Michael Hance, Hugh Hattrick, Luke 
Horvath, Martin Jappen, Rebecca Johnston, William Kapcoe, John Kmiotek, Gina 
Krafinski, Pat Lafferty, Roger Lafferty, Sean Lehosky, Angie LoBiondo, Aurora Luna, 
Dianne Lynch, Tia Mabanta, Timothy Maietta, Dakota Maken, Mary Sue Maluda, Tara 
Matthews, Kathleen McCormack, Megan McCormack, George McGill, Erlinda Medina, 
Janice Mehaffy, Grace Mendonez, Michael Mendonez, Ruth Miller, Steven Miller, 
Marianne Mirkow, Thomas Mirkow, Arlene M., Bianca Montenegro, Leo Murray, 
Grace Nadolny, Mary Nally, Gerry Nickel, Barbara Notarstefano, Melissa Notarstefano, 
Janet Oliveri, Sister Barbara Ozelski, Edward Palazzola, Sofia Paskens, Marie  
Pereira-Callahan, Jim Perkowski, Diane Pheffer, Irene Poggio, Joseph Poggio, Cathy 
Prykuta, Dana Rodriguez, Richard Rogers, Nina Rogers, Kimberly Romano, Francesca 
Russo, Alexa Salvage, Iliana Saviano, Neil Savino, Anthony Schiozzi, Angelina Schiozzi, 
Caileen Sheehan, Cynthia Simson, Dennis Sisto, Maria Sisto, Joan Smith, Tony Sparaco, 
Arline Stafford, Mary Styne, William Styne, Ron Tedeschi, Julia Tobin, Joan Walsh, 
Sally Ann Waskewich, Isabella Rose Weiss, Jessica Weiss 

 
 
 
 
 
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
   

 
 

The Clergy 
Rev. John Derasmo, Pastor | fatherjohn@stjamesrcchurch.org 
Msgr. Michael Barimah-Apau, Associate Pastor |  
                    msgrmichael@stjamesrcchurch.org 
Fr. Benjamin Ogbunuko, Associate Pastor | frbenjamin@stjamesrcchurch.org 
In the event of an emergency, please call 516-916-0959 to reach the  
priest on duty 
Deacon Rick Brunner 
Deacon Chris Daniello  
Deacon John Horn 
 

Director of Faith Formation | Dr. Lucy Creed, Ed.D. | 516-796-2979 
 

Parish Social Ministry | 516-735-8690  
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society | 516-735–8895 
 

Director of Music Ministry | Jillian Vicinanza | 516-731-3710 
 

Facility Manager | Thomas Galvin | 516-731-3710 
 

Parish Office Receptionist | 516-731-3710 | Parishoffice@stjamesrcchurch.org 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2026 
 8:00am | Marilyn Von Braunsberg - Birthday 
10:00am | Edward McKee - Birthday 

12:00pm | People of St. James 
                | James Buhse 

                | Gladys McCullagh 
                | Rocco Zalud - Living 

                | Stanley Wujcik 
                | Carmela Tomasso 
                 

MONDAY,  FEBRUARY 23, 2026  
8:00am | Marie Matusiak 
12:10pm | Grayson Danielski - Living 
 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2026 
 8:00am | Henry J. Dolan 

 12:10pm | Anne Tokash 
                

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2026 
 8:00am | Fr. Michael McGee 
 12:10pm | Eileen McMahon - Living 
                                                         

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2026 
 8:00am| Christine O’Rourke 
12:10pm | Charles Kearney - Living 
 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2026 
 8:00am | Guitano Crivello 
12:10pm | Bob Muscarelli 
 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2026 
 8:00am |Fr. Michael McGee 
 4:00pm |Leo M. Keegan 
 

SUNDAY, MARCH 1, 2026 
 8:00am | George & Johanna Vasilescu - Living 
10:00am | The Priests of St. James - Living 

12:00pm | People of St. James 
                | Kathleen Judge 

                | Phyliss Kober 
                | Carmela Tomasso 

                | Sacred Heart 
                
                

 

 

   Prayer & Worship 

Parish Office Hours 
Phone: 516-731-3710/ 
Fax: 516-731-4828 

Monday through Wednesday:  
9:00am to 8:00pm 
Thursday & Friday:  
9:00am to 4:00pm 
Closed between 12:00pm to 
1:00pm 
Saturday: 9:00am to 12 Noon 

 

Mass Celebrant  
   

 Feb. 28 | 4:00pm | Msgr. MIchael 
 

 Mar. 1 | 8:00am | Msgr. Michael                                        
 | 10:00am |Fr. Benjamin 
               | 12:00pm | Fr. John 
 
RECONCILIATION SCHEDULE - Saturday 
Confessions | 3:00 pm—3:45 pm 
Celebrants subject to change 

mailto:Parishoffice@stjamesrcchurch.org
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 A Note from the Pastor 

DEAR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN CHRIST: 
 
WE HAVE ENTERED THE SACRED SEASON OF LENT: This past Wednesday, 
February 18

th
, was Ash Wednesday the beginning of the Season of Lent. Our Sacred 

duty is “to remove all that is not yet Christ in us.” I hope that the examination of  
conscience that I published in my pastor’s letter last week assisted you in considering 
what “is not yet Christ in you.” 
 
THE SIMPLEST DEFINITION OF SIN: The Letter of James gives the simplest and 
clearest definition of sin. The Letter of James 4:17 states that “if you know the right 
thing to do and you don’t do it you have sinned.”  A rather simple definition.  
 
I think that because of our upbringing we have learned the essential difference  
between right and wrong. It is important to be able to understand this difference and 
how to apply it to our daily behavior.  
 
I am amazed at the number of people who will come to me in confession, not knowing 
what to confess. They tell me, “I haven’t murdered anyone.”  To me this is a clear  
indication that they have a poorly formed conscience. It is so important that we form 
our consciences so that we can be more aware of the presence of sin in our lives. 
 
THE CALL OF ASH WEDNESDAY: The reception of ashes on Ash Wednesday is 
our personal commitment to enter fully into Lent. When the ashes were placed on us, 
we heard the call, “turn away from sin and be faithful to the Gospel.” It is the church’s 
hope that during the next forty days we will observe Lent through acts of prayer,  
fasting and good works.  
 
Our participation in Sunday Mass will give us the teachings of Jesus. The role of the 
priest or deacon, during his homily, is to assist us in applying these teachings to our 
daily lives. Sometimes our greatest sin is not acknowledging the presence of sin in 
us. 
 
LENTEN OPPORTUNITIES; Each Wednesday during Lent we will have a special 
Holy Hour at 7:30 PM during which we will place ourselves before the exposed 
Blessed Sacrament and have the opportunity to listen a homily delivered by a priest 
or deacon (consult the schedule on page 4). Please check the bulletin or website for 
additional Lenten Spiritual Programs. 
 
As we begin Lent, I pray that all of us will make ongoing spiritual progress over the 
next forty days. 
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 Ministries and Events 
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What’s happening in  
Faith Formation? 

Sunday, February 22, 2026 

First Sunday in Lent 

Faith Formation Classes for the 

Week of Feb. 23th — Feb. 27th 2026 

 

Tue. Feb., 24th  – 4:15-5:30pm 

Wed. Feb., 25th  – 4:15-5:30pm 

Wed. Feb., 25th - 7:00-8:15pm 

Thu. Feb., 26th - 4:15—5:30pm 

  

A reminder that registration for the 2026-2027 Faith  

Formation year will begin at the end of March.   

Registration Forms will be emailed to all current  

families.  If you do not receive a form by the 15th of April 

please call the office (516-796-2979).  

Fees have not been raised since 2013. Registration 

fees for the 2026-2027 Faith Formation Year: 
 

Early Fees: April through June 1st at 5pm 

 1 Child:  $250 

 2 Children: $275 

 3+ Children: $300 

Standard Fees after June 1st until August 1st at 5pm 

 1 child: $275  

 2 children: $300 

 3+ children: $325 

Late Fees after August 1st until October 1st at 5pm 

 1 child: $325 

 2 Children: $350 

 3+ children: $375 

Sacramental Materials Fee 

Reconciliation/Communion: $75 

Confirmation:  $125 

As we prepare for the 2026-2027 
Faith Formation Year we ask you 
to pray about joining us next fall 
as a Catechist, Class Aide,  
Substitute, Hall Monitor, etc.  
Over the next few months we will 
be asking you to let us know if 
you would be willing to help us 
spread the Good News of Jesus 
with the young people of the  
parish. 

Tomorrow, Monday,  
February 23rd 

And Monday March 2nd our 
level 2 children will be  

receiving the sacrament of 
First Reconciliation.  Please 
keep them in your prayers. 

 
 

As we begin this season of Lent  let us join Jesus in the desert and 
contemplate on Bread, testing God, and Worship of God.  What 
“bread” does the evil one tempt us with?  When if ever do we test 
God?  What  are we tempted to Worship other than God….Sports, 
Work, activities .  Let us make ourselves a promise that we will use 
this Lenten Season to try to overcome those temptations. 
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 Liturgical Life 

 Our heartfelt thanks 
to all our  
parishioners for your 
continued support of 
our food pantry. Our 
current needs are vegetable oil, 
canned fruit, paper towels,  
facial tissues and cleaning  
supplies. Thank you very much. 

 

February 22:
 First Sunday  
of Lent 
 

Lent is a call to 
“give alms for the poor.”  
Wherever you live in the parish, 
there are poor families within 
walking distance of your home. 
When in need, they ring the  
rectory bell. They are, in effect, 
ringing your doorbell. Is there a 
family you know who needs  
assistance? Please call the  
Society of St. Vincent de Paul so 
that together we can help the 
suffering and poor. If you or 
someone you know needs help, 
please remind them the St. Vin-
cent de Paul Society is here to 
help. We offer assistance in 
many forms; financial, spiritual, 
or help with navigating the 
intricacies of our society, please 
email us at:   
Saintjamessaintvincentdepaul@gmail.com 

or call 516-735-8895.  

 
 
 
 

We Congratulate the following parishioners from Kellenberg  
Memorial  High School for achieving the Honor Roll for the first 

Trimester of the 2025-2026 school year: 
Ava Birne 

Brayden Farrelly 
Jackson Griffin 

Sophia Hardiman 
Julian Heaney 
Toni Mirabella 
Olivia Nocerito 
Devin Nystrom 

Christopher Parisi 
Alexandra Pilock 
Griffin Sharkey 

Leila Smith 
Chiara Sordilli 

THE PARISH OF  
SAINT JAMES  

ANNOUNCES……. 
 

SUPER BONANZA  
RAFFLE 

 
Our daily Bonanza drawing gives you 365 chances to win – and 
you can win more than once!  When you win, your ticket goes 
right back into the drum.   
 
There is also a monthly drawing of $100 to be pulled the last day 
of every month.  In addition, there is a special Quarterly drawing 
of $250 to be pulled on the 15

th
 of June, September, December 

and March.  An extra Bonus of $1,000 will be drawn on Easter 
Sunday, (March 31st), the Feast of St. James (July 25

th
), and 

Christmas (December 25
th
). 

 
To enter the Super Bonanza raffle, fill out the registration card(s) 
and return them to the Parish Center or into the collection basket 
at Mass with a $30.00 donation for each card.  Tickets will be on 
sale in the Parish Center beginning Tuesday, February 17th  
during normal business hours. Thank you for all the ways you 
support the good work of our parish. 

 
 
 
 

Week One 

    William Wittick  
                  & Silvia Silva 
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FIRST READING 
The LORD God formed 
man out of the clay of 
the ground and blew 
into his nostrils the 
breath of life. (Gn 2:7) 
 

PSALM 
Be merciful, O Lord, for 
we have sinned. (Ps 51) 
 

SECOND READING 
For just as through the 
disobedience of the 
one man the many 
were made sinners, 
so, through the  
obedience of the one, 
the many will be made 
righteous. (Rom 5:19) 
 

GOSPEL 
At that time Jesus was 
led by the Spirit into 
the desert to be  
tempted by the devil. 
He fasted for forty days 
and forty nights.  
(Mt 4:1-2) 

 
 

 

Prayer & Worship 

PARISH MEMBERSHIP 
We warmly welcome all new parishioners to our parish family.   

Registration can be completed online at stjamesrcchurch.org or forms are 

available at the Parish Center Office. 
 

WEEKLY DEVOTIONS 

Miraculous Medal Novena & Rosary for Life -  Mondays 2 PM in the  

Chapel. (except during July and August - resumes Sept. 1st) 

Rosary - Monday through Saturday following the 8 AM Mass in the Church. 

Our Lady of the Rosary Italian Prayer Group - Fridays at 11 AM in the 

Chapel (except during July and August - resumes Sept. 1st) 

GOSPEL MEDITATION 
In my second-to-last year of seminary, I woke up one September morning to 
devastating news: two beloved classmates had died in a car crash. I was 
overwhelmed with grief and anger like I had never known. I entered therapy 
for the first time and had intense conversations with my spiritual director. 
For months I felt lost in a spiritual wilderness. But something unexpected 
happened: I encountered Christ there. The fear and sorrow didn’t destroy 
me. In fact, that spiritual desert was a time of intense growth in faith. 
 
Today’s Gospel begins: “Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to 
be tempted by the devil” (Matthew 4:1). The word “led” denotes a gentle, 
humble submission to the Spirit. Jesus does not send himself into this  
desolate place where wild beasts roam and Satan tempts. Who wants to be 
around roaming, wild beasts? The Church Fathers saw them as symbols of 
our inner chaos: fears, temptations, wounds. The Spirit leads us there, 
sometimes against our wishes. But those same Fathers also saw that this 
deserted place is also where angels ministered to Jesus, amidst his great  
trial and temptation.   
 
Lenten Challenge: This Lent and throughout life’s struggles, the Spirit leads 
you and me into the wilderness. Name one “desert” into which the Spirit 
has led you: perhaps grief, fear, silence, change, disappointment. Ask for the 
grace to go there willingly. The beasts may be real, but they will not harm 
you. There, the angels are waiting to minister to the Christ living in you, who 
always goes where the Spirit leads.  
 
Father John Muir 
 

LIVE THE LITURGY 
Our Lord is so humble that he allows us to see him experience temptation. 
The vulnerability of this moment is awesome to behold. Let us learn from 
Jesus’ interaction with the devil, and be transformed by it. Let us say, with 
him: “Get away, Satan.” 
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 Weekly Stewardship Report 

 

 

Super Bonanza 
$25 Winners  

 

February 2026 

Sunday, 2/15—M/M Gary Rodetis 
 

Monday, 2/16—Karen Tavitian 
 

Tue., 2/17—Carmelina Oliveira 
 

Wed., 2/18—Debra Bjelke 
                                           

Thurs., 2/19—Antoinette Contona 
 

    Friday, 2/20—Jessica McEachern 
 

Saturday, 2/21—Carol Mikulin 

 

 

Pray for Our Deceased 
 

Eileen Brown 
Anna Rose Cafarella 

Barbara Jean Mangels 
Robert Anthony Muscarelli 

 

WEEK OF: 

 
 

February 8, 2026 

 
Maintenance 

& Repairs 

 
CHURCH 

CAPACITY 850 

  Sunday Collection Second Collection                      Mass Attendance 

       Mass                7,241.00                                851.00     4:00pm      344 

       Online Giving                2,780.33                                115.73        8:00am      174 

       Mail in Envelopes                 1,456.00                                229.00   10:00am      408 

Total              11,477.33                            1,195.73   12:00pm      319 

  Total                      1,245 

    

    

    

“Save Time and Donate Online!                                                                                             
If you would like to enroll in Online Giving, please visit www.stjamesrcchurch.org 

and click on the WeShare link or call the parish office at 516-731-3710.  

From the editor 

BULLETIN DEADLINES 

 

Bulletin Date  Due by 9:00am  

March 1st                   Monday, February 23rd 

March 8th                  Monday, March 2nd 

March 15th                Monday, March 9th 

March 22nd               Monday, March 16th 

Question: What does Jesus mean when he talks about taking up our cross? 
Answer: Our journey of faith begins in baptism. When we are faithful to it, we find God’s plan for us, his way of 
allowing us to participate in his saving work, which in turn becomes for us our own salvation. Stated simply, we share 
in the mission of Jesus each day. We live our life with all of its ups, downs, joys, and sorrows in union with the  
mission of Jesus. Our work then is holy. It is joined to the cross, God’s will for Jesus — the way in which he destroys 
sin and death and makes eternal life possible. His sacrifice accomplishes what we ourselves cannot do. To take up 
the cross, then, means that we share in the mission of Jesus and so embrace the sufferings of the cross. It is our daily 
life made holy, given a redemptive mission. It is our purpose and goal to unite our life to that of Christ. St. Paul says 
it best, “If we have grown into union with him through a death like his, we shall also be united with him in the  
resurrection” (Rom 6:5). 

Q & A 
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REMEMBER OUR LOVED ONES IN THE MILITARY 
 

Please pray for:   Lt. Col. Joseph Agres, USMC; Marine; Battalion Chaplain, Capt. Fr. Lito D. Amande, Army; Kyle Beck, Ashlea Beck US 
Navy; Operations Specialist, Ryan Blazo, Army; Navy Airman, Lt. Commander Raymond Beno, Navy; Sgt. Joseph R. Booth, Army:  
Spc. Matthew Burrafato, Cpl. Dominic Castiello, Marines; Airman Matthew Colvell, Air Force; Capt. Amy Connors, Army; Lt. Ian 
Connors, Army; Capt. Jacob Connors, Army; Lt. Ryan Connors, Army; Col. Brian Coyne, Sean Dolan 1st Lieutenant, USMC, Marines;  
Pfc. Steven Gianatiempo, Army; M.P. Brian Gruebel, Air Force; Sgt. 1st Class James T. Harris, Army; Sgt. James Howard, Army; 
Specialist Dillon Incendio, Army; LtJG. E-3 Joseph Keller, Navy; Connor Krebs, USMC; Cpl. Joseph Leoce, Jr. Marines; Lance Cpl. Luis R. 
Maltezos, USMC; Lance Cpl. Matthew Maniet, USMC; Lance Cpl. Richard Marandino, Marines; 1st Lt. Ric F. Masi, Army;  
1st Lt. Kevin McMahon, Army; Lt. Eric McMullan, Army; Captain Scott Michalowski, Air Force; USMC; Pfc. Kyle Nigro, Marines;  
Pvt. Patricia O’Connor, Army; Pfc. Jason O’Shaughnessy, Army; PO 1st. Class Ryne Rhodes, Navy; Capt. Theresa Rodzevik, Army; Rocky 
C. Rossi, Navy; Scott Santoro, Marines; LCpl. Anthony P. Saracino Jr.,Marines; Luis R. Maltezos Sepulveda, Marines; Sgt. Michael 
Stinnett, Army Infantry; L Cpl. Thomas Tarnagorski Jr, Marines;  Lt. James Van Wie, Army ; Paul Vermillion, Marine Corps.,  
Col. Kevin Walsh, Air Force; Chief Christopher Zyrski, Navy. 

FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES 
 
Lord of Hosts, we commend to Your gracious care and keeping all the men and women of our armed forces at home and 
abroad. Defend them day by day with Your heavenly grace; strengthen them in their trials and temptations; give them 
courage to face the perils that beset them; and grant them Your abiding presence wherever they may be. Through Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 

Sunday, February 22nd 
OCIA - Room 112 | 10:00am 
 

Monday, February 23rd 
Rosary - Church | 8:30am 
Rosary & Miraculous Medal Novena - Chapel | 2:00pm    
 First Penance - Church | 6:00pm             
 

Tuesday, February 24th 
Rosary - Church | 8:30am 

Scripture Sharing - Room 112 | 1:30pm 

Faith Formation classes | 4:15pm 

Scripture Sharing - Room 104 | 7:00pm 

Mental Health Ministry Meeting - Room 101 | 7:00pm 
 

Wednesday, February 25th 
Rosary - Church | 8:30am 

Faith Formation classes | 4:15pm 

Faith Formation classes | 7:00pm 

Lenten Mission Holy Hour - Church | 7:30pm 
 

Thursday, February 26th 
Rosary - Church | 8:30am 

Plainedge Seniors - Delaney Hall | 10:00am 

Open Your Heart Bible Study - Room 112 | 7:00pm 
 

Friday, February 27th 
Rosary - Church | 8:30am 
Italian Rosary - Chapel | 11:00am 
Peanut Butter & Jelly Gang - Delaney Hall | 6:30pm 
 

Saturday, February 28th 
Men’s Prayer Group - Room 104 | 7:30am 
Rosary - Church | 8:30am 

Women’s Prayer & Meditation - Room 112 | 9:00am 
 

       Upcoming Events 
 


